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Bill # Description Actions AFA Action Notes

SB 14

Amends Administrative
Procedures Act to

eliminate prohibition on
state regulations being

more stringent than
federal; Sen. McCann + 13

co-sponsors

1/17/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Environment, sponsor is Chair, 5 co-sponsors are

members; 4/25, reported favorably without
amendment; 5/17 passed Senate 20-18.

House: 5/17 received, referred to Natural
Resources; 6/22 reported favorably without

amendment 4-3; 6/28 passed House 56-52 (2 not
voting); given immediate effect; 7/17 presented

to Governor; 7/26 signed by Governor; PA104 '23

Support
ENACTED INTO LAW AS PA

104'23

SB 17

Increases days that local
governments can regulate

fireworks; increases
penalties; Sen. Wojno + 10

co-sponsors

1/17/2023 introduced, referred to Local
Government, sponsor is Majority Vice Chair,

co-sponsor is Chair, 2 co-sponsors are members
Support

Impact on birds, 
https://www.treehugger.com/firew

orks-have-long-lasting-impact-on-
wild-birds-7089635; other wildlife, 
https://benitolink.com/fireworks-
can-have-devastating-effects-on-
wildlife/; and companion animals

https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(i0n0i0oyfciyrrb1hcsyxxdb))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0014
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(gr1mh25l2mdxnrb3igpngta1))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=2023-SB-0017


HB 4067

Care for Retired Police Dogs
Program Act establishes

program to be administered
by nonprofits; Rep. Paiz + 14

co-sponsors (bipartisan)

2/2/2023 introduced, referred to Criminal Justice,
1 co-sponsor is Chair, 2 are members

Support

HB 4135

Prohibits NRC from issuing
order requiring hunters to

report harvest of game;
Rep. Friske  + 2 co-sponsors

2/22/23 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources

Oppose

SBs

103--ENACTED
INTO LAW AS

PA 220'23,
104, 105

Regulates sport fishing
guides, commercial

hunting guides; give NRC
exclusive authority to

regulate sport fishing. Sen.
Cherry + 2 co-sponsors

(bipartisan)

3/1/2023 introduced, referred to Natural Resources and
Agriculture; 5/25 reported favorably without amendment

and with immediate effect; 6/8 Passed Senate 25-13.
House: 6/8 received, referred to Natural; Resources; 9/28

reported with recommendation (103 with amendment; 104,
105 without amendment); 10/5 all placed on order of third
reading; 10/12, 103 read a third time, postponed for day;

11/8: passed; given immediate effect, 61-48, Not Voting 1,
returned to Senate. 11/9 HOUSE AMENDMENT(S)

CONCURRED IN 24-13 (1 not voting), IMMEDIATE EFFECT
DEFEATED; 11/21 presemted to Governor; 11/22 all signed

by the Governor, ENACTED INTO LAW AS PAs
220'23, 221'23, and 222'23

Support; AFA supported last
session HBs 4858, 59, 60 and

testified in support at committee
hearings; 9/21, submitted card in

support

SB 105--ENACTED INTO LAW
AS PA 222'23

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4067
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4135
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0220.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0221.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0104
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0222.pdf


SBs

148--ENACTED
INTO LAW

AS PA
314'23, 149

Teddy's Law requires
animal research facilities

to provide records to
MDARD; release dogs and

cats to MI shelters for
adoption once research

completed;  Sen.
Polehanki + 9 co-sponsors

(148), Sen. Hertel + 10
co-sponsors (149).

House: Rep. Paiz + 8
co-sponsors (4277), Rep.

Paiz + 8 co-sponsors
(4278)

 3/7/2023 introduced, referred to Natural Resources and
Agriculture; 6/6 hearing, no vote; 6/13 reported

favorably without amendment; 6/28, 148: S-1 adopted;
passed Senate 27-10 (1 excused); 149: S-1 adopted;

passed Senate 31-6 (1 excused).
House: 3/14/2023 introduced, referred to Regulatory

Reform; 1 co-sponsor is Majority Vice Chair, 2 are
members; 5/16, originally on agenda for this committee

meeting but not heard; 6/28 SBs 148, 149 received,
referred to Agriculture; 10/4, 148 reported with

recommendation, without amendment, 149 with
recommendation, with H-2 amendment; 10/5 placed on

order of second reading; 11/9, 148: H-3 amendment
adopted, passed House 63-43 (4 not voting); 149 H-2

amendment adopted, passed House 67-39 (4 not voting),
with immediate effect, with immediate effect; returned

to Senate, 148 H-3, 149 H-4 concurred in 25-11 (2
excused); 12/6 presented to Governor; 12/13 signed by
Governor, assigned PAs 314 '23 and 315 '23; 2/6/2024

ceremonial bill signing with Governor, Teddy

Support, testified at 6/6 hearing;
AFA supported similar bills last
session; calling on legislature to
reinstate original bill language;
9/27 submitted card in support

SB 149--ENACTED INTO LAW
AS PA 315'23; the laws require
dogs and cats to be offered for

adoption, and narrow the
reporting requirements from the

bills as introduced, to an
attestation of compliance

 SB 248

Expands eligibility for
courtroom support dogs
from age 16 to age 18;

Sen. Lauwers + 4
co-sponsors (bipartisan)

4/11/2023 introduced, referred to Civil Rights,
Judiciary and Public Safety, Chair, 2 co-sponsors
are members; 6/13 reported with S-1; 6/14 S-1

passed Senate 38-0. House: 6/14 received,
referred to Judiciary; 10/10 Bill Analysis filed;

10/11 reported with recommendation with sub H-
1, placed on second reading

Support;  AFA supported original
bill

Sub H-1

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0314.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.aspx?page=CurrentVersionAmendment&cvFileName=2023-SCVBS-0148-0O3323.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0315.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0248
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billanalysis/House/pdf/2023-HLA-0248-3F31C93B.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4ludra4tch5liaiz5q1ohxsg))/documents/2023-2024/billcurrentversion/Senate/PDF/2023-SCVBS-0248-0N2915.pdf


SB 275 / HB
5083

Part of clean energy bill
package, but includes
CAFO-derived manure

biogas to be converted to
fuel, thereby increasing
revenue for industrial ag

and likely leading to more
CAFOs in the state to taek
advantage of the program;

Sen. Singh + 14 co-
sponsors. HB 5083 Rep.
Andrews + 12 co-sponsors

4/19/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Environment, sponsor and 5 co-sponsors are

members; 6/21/ Bill Analysis filed; 6/22
Committee hearing agenda included 6 bills in

package but not 275 ; House 10/3/2023
introduced, referred to Government Operations, 1

co-sponsor is member

Oppose  

More information here; AFA
part of Sierra Club Lobby Day and

met with 5 legislators to talk
about opposition to bill,

5/15/2024

HB 4462

Directs Agriculture
Commission to develop
guidelines (GAAMPs) to

raise chickens in
residential environments;

Rep. DeSana + 2
co-sponsors

4/25/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture Support

HB 4506-09

Creates separate Upper
Peninsula Natural

Resources Commission
with authority over fish
and game in UP; Rep.

Markannen + 2
co-sponsors

5/4/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources

Oppose                                   (AFA
opposed similar bill last session)

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0275
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-5083
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2023-SFA-0275-G.pdf
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/cu/h6GF3Rj/NoManureBiogas
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(2i3qgukpqr3g2stz4ssnf3c1))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectName=2023-HB-4462
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4506


HB 4674/HB
4883

Prohibits cat declawing by
individuals (4883) and by
licensees under the public

health law (4674) except for
therapeutic reasons;

provides penalties (4883);
Rep. Wilson + 13 co-sponsors

(4674); Rep. Wilson + 8
co-sponsors (4883)

4674: 5/25/2023 introduced, referred to
Agriculture; 1 co-sponsor is member

4883: 6/28/2023 introduced, referred to
Agriculture; 1 co-sponsor is member

Support   AFA
supported similar bills in past
sessions US

statistics by state

HB 4883

HB 4838

Puppy Protection Act
prohibits pet shops from

selling, adopting, exchanging,
or transfering a dog, cat, or
rabbit but may collaborate
with an animal control or

protection shelter to
showcase adoptable dogs,

cats, or rabbits;   Rep.
Tsernoglou + 31 co-sponsors

6/22/2023 introduced, referred to Government
Operations, co-sponsor is Majority Vice Chair, 1 is

member; 5/22/2024 committee hearing,
testimony taken, no vote

Support, submitted testimony at
5/22 hearing

House TV video of 5/22
Government Operations

Committee hearing (begins
~3.33)

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4674
https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/cat-declawing-legality-by-state
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4883
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4838
https://www.attorneysforanimals.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HB-Gov-Ops-052224_Attorneys_for_Animals.pdf
https://house.mi.gov/VideoArchivePlayer?video=HGOVE-052224.mp4


HB 4849

Queenie's Law would
amend to Public Health

Code to prohibit
conducting research or

training activities on cats
or dogs in a manner that
causes pain or distress;

Rep. Koleczar + 10
co-sponsors

6/27/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture, 1
co-sponsor is member; 1/24/2024 hearing, no

vote

Support AFA
supported similar bill last session

AFA testimony 1/24/2024   
4/25/2024: rally at State Capitol
to support bill; 5/19/2024 full-
page ad in Detroit Free Press
"Speaker Tate, Michigan Dogs
Need Your Help" and urging
people to call and ask him to

bring the bill forward for a vote

HB 4855, 4856

Part of Michigan Indigenous
Culture and Heritage Package

adds members to Wolf
Management Advisory Council

(4855) and Wildlife Council
(4856) to represent tribal

voices and other perspectives;
Rep. Ayish + 27 co-sponsors
(4855), Rep. Mentzer + 26

co-sponsors (4856)

6/27/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources, Chair and 1 co-sponsor are members

(both bills)

Support AFA
supported similar bills last

session
Native News Online article

4856

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4849
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2021-SB-0582
https://www.house.mi.gov/Document/?Path=2023_2024_session/committee/house/standing/agriculture/meetings/2024-01-24-1/documents/testimony/HB 4849 Support - Beatrice Friedlander.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4855
https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/michigan-lawmakers-introduce-michigan-indigenous-culture-and-heritage-package
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4856


SB 411--414

Amends various statutes to
promote, finance and prop

up state's horseracing
industry, including

Horseracing Law of 1995
(411, 414), Lawful Inernet
Gaming and Sports Betting

Acts (412, 413), through the
agriculture equine industry
development fund. All bills
tie-barred; Sen's. Lauwer

(411) + 4 co-sponsors ; Hertel
+ 4 co-sponsors (412); Cherry

+3 co-sponsors (413) + 4
co-sponsors (414); all

bi-partisan

6/27/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources and Agriculture, Majority and Minority

Vice Chairs and a member are sponsors or co-
sponsors of all; 10/10, analysis filed, testimony

taken, no vote, AFA testified at Committee
hearing

Oppose SB
396-399 last session; AFA
opposed and testified in

opposition

HB 5039-5041

Creates new laws that would
prevent counties, townships,

cities from enacting/enforcing
ordinance, policy, resolution,
or rule that regulates a dog
based upon breed; Rep.'s

Tsernoglou, Aragona, Paiz +
15, 16, 15 (respectively)
co-sponsors (bi-partisan)

9/26/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture; 1
sponsor is Majority Vice Chair, 2 are members

Support
AFA has supported anti-BSL bills
in past sessions  HB 5040

HB 5041

HB 5079

Would permit ambulance
services to transport
retired police K9s to

medical facilities; Rep.
Hoadley  + 19 co-sponsors

(bi-partisan)

10/3/2023 introduced, referred to Insurance and
Financial Security; 1 sponsor is Majority Vice

Chair, 3 are members

10/3/2023 introduced, referred
to Insurance and Financial

Security; 1 sponsor is Majority
Vice Chair, 3 are members

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(b2aavkscddrqsunrgn410zvu))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=2023-SB-0411
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2023-SFA-0411-G.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2021-SB-0396
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-5039
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-5040
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-5041
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-5079


SB 657, 658

Provides restitution for care
and treatment of certain

forfeited animals and
imposes penalties upon

owner; imposes penalties on
owner convicted of crimes

against animal; Sen's.
Polehanki, Wojno

11/9/2023 introduced, referred to Judiciary; 1
sponsor on committee; 2/15, 2024 hearing,

testimony to be continued, AFA submitted card in
support; 3/5 reported favorably without

amendment, 5 - 0; referred to committee of the
whole

Support AFA
has supported bond/forfeiture

bills in past sessions, eg HB 4703
SB 658

SB 683, 684

Revises existing dangerous
dog law, as part of

dangerous animal law;
Sen. McCann + 1

co-sponsor

1/11/2024, introduced; referred to Natural
Resources and Agriculture, co-sponsor is

committee chair; 2/21 hearing held, testimony
taken, no vote; 2/28 analysis filed  683 S-1

Support SB 684

HB 5525

Noneconomic damages
for service dog harm,

injury, death; Rep. Paiz + 3
co-sponsors

2/27/2024 introduced, referred to Regulatory
Reform; 2/28 rereferred to Judiciary, one co-

sponsor is Majority Vice Chair; 5/22 committee
hearing, testimony taken, no vote; House TV
video of 5/22 Judiciary Committee hearing

(begins ~6.30)

Support, submitted testimony
and testified at 5/22 hearing

Part of bill package to revise existing
lawi penalizing harm to “dog guides”

used by blind individuals who use
travel aids (5404 and 5405) and

allow civil suits for injury or
death to service animals in addition
to current criminal penalties (5525)

SENATE: SBs 564, 565, 866

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0657
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2021-HB-4703
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0658
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2024-SB-0683
https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billanalysis/Senate/pdf/2023-SFA-0683-S.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2024-SB-0684
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2024-HB-5525
House TV video of 5/22 Government Operations Committee hearing (hearing begins ~3.33)
https://www.attorneysforanimals.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/HB-5404-5405-5525-Judiciary-052224_Attorneys_for_Animals.pdf


SB 782, 783

Would require CPS
employees to report child

abuse/neglect to ACOs,
and provides criminal

penalties; Sen. Shink + 3
co-sponsors

3/13/2024 introduced, referred to Civil Rights,
Judiciary, and Public Safety, sponsor is Majority

Vice Chair, one co-sponsor is Majority Chair
In review SB 783

HB 5587 
through 5593

Bill package to revise the
Sentencing Guidelines to
better reflect the harm to
animals by criminal acts;

Rep. Young + 20
co-sponsors,  Rep. Paiz +

21 co-sponsors,  …

3/14/2024 introduced; all referred to Criminal
Justice, where various sponsors and co-sponsors

are members, and co-sponsor is chair; 5/21
committee hearing, testimony taken, no vote

House TV video of 5/21 Criminal Justice
Committee hearing (begins ~3.40)

Support, submitted testimony
and testified at 5/21 hearing

… Rep. Aragona + 16
co-sponsors, Rep. Tsernoglou +

20 co-sponsors, Rep. McFall + 20
co-sponsors, Rep. Carter + 19

co-sponsors, Rep. Outman + 17
co-sponsors

H Res 233

Resolution calling on USFWS
to allow Michigan to engage

in the
scientific management of

gray wolves; Rep. Beeler + 18
co-sponsors

4/24/2024 introduced, referred to Government
Operations

In review; AFA has opposed
various similar resolutions in the

past

HB 5719
Would modify NRC meetings
to allow virtual participation;
Rep. Martin + 5 co-sponsors

5/9/2024 introduced, referrd to Natural
Resources; sponsor is Minority Chair, 1

co-sponsor is member
In review

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2024-SB-0782
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2024-SB-0783
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2024-HB-5587
https://house.mi.gov/VideoArchivePlayer?video=HCRIM-052124.mp4
https://legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2024-HR-0231
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2024-HB-5719


HB 5721

Would provide for
year-round coyote hunting

season; provide for. Amends
sec. 43531 ofRep.

Markkanen + 19 co-sponsors

5/9/2024 introduced, referred to Government
Operations

In review

In response to March 2024 NRC
vote to reduce year-round
season to 9 months, so no

hunting during denning season

FEDERAL - 118th Congress (2023-2024) to May 27, 2024
Bill # Description Actions AFA Action Notes

H.R. 200

“FIR Act” would specify
neither Agriculture nor

Interior Departments may be
required to reinitiate
consultation on land

management plan when a
species is listed as

threatened or endangered,
critical habitat is designated,
or new information becomes

available; Rep. Rosendale
(R-MT)

1/9/2023 introduced, referred to: Agriculture,
Natural Resources; 2/13 referred to Agriculture
Subcmommittee on Forestry; 2/21 referred to
Natural Resources Subcommittees on Water,
Wildlife, Fisheries and Federal Lands; 3/23,

Subcommittee on Federal Lands hearings held;
5/17 Committee hearings held, substitute

ordered reported, 22-17

Oppose 5 co-sponsors (none MI); 5-R

H.R. 208

Pet Safety and Protection
Act would amend AWA to
ensure that all dogs and

cats used by research
facilites are obtained

legally; Rep. Smith (R-NJ) +
3 original co-sponsors  

1/9/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
Support; see H.R. 3157 last

session, AFA supported
31 co-sponsors including Rep.

Slotkin; 22-D; 9-R

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Bills/Bill?ObjectName=2024-HB-5721
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/200
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/208
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3187


H.R. 243

 Emergency Disaster and 
Preparedness Act would 

require producers to develop
disaster preparedness plans 

for animals in agriculture 
that include adverse weather

plans to be eligible for 
payments and loans due to 

adverse weather under 
certain federal programs; 

Rep. Cohen (D-TN) + 5 
original co-sponsors

 

1/10/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture Support
20 co-sponsors, including Rep.

Tlaib; 20-D

H.R. 726

Vets for Mustangs would
require sterilization

program for wild horses
and burros and programs

to include veterans in
range managemet; Lisa

McClain (R-MI) + 13
original co-sponsors

2/1/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 2/21 referred to Subcommittee on

Federal Lands
Oppose

31 co-sponsors including Rep's.
Moolenaar, Scholten; 17-D; 14-R

H.R. 764

Trust the Science Act
would de-list wolves with

no judicial review allowed;
Rep. Boebert (R-CO) + 22

original co-sponsors

2/2/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 2/21 referred to Subcommittee on

Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries; 3/23
Subcommittee hearings held; 4/27 subcommittee
hearings held; 4/28 ordered to be reported 21-16;

9/20 reported by Committee H. Rept. 118-206,
placed on Union Calendar; 4/30/2024, debate and

passed 209-204 (15 not voting), Roll Call 169  
5/1 Received in Senate

Oppose    AFA opposed H.R. 7766 
last session

25 co-sponsors including Rep's.
Bergman, Moolenaar; 25-R

H. Rept. 118-206

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/243
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/726
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/764
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2024169
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/118th-congress/house-report/206


S. 270/H.R. 798

Protecting America’s
Meatpacking Workers Act
would expand protections,

ensure safer line speeds and
inspections, require OSHA

standards to prevent
occupational injuries and

exposure to COVID-19, and end
policies that punish workers for
getting sick; Sen. Booker (D-NJ)

+ 5 original co-sponsors.   
House: Rep. Khanna (D-CA) + 5

original co-sponsors

2/2/2023 introduced (Senate and House); Senate,
2/2 referred to Agriculture.  House: 2/2,

referred to: Agriculture, Education and the
Workforce, Oversight and Accountability, House
Administration, and Judiciary; 2/21 referred to

Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy, and
Poultry  Union of Concerned Scientist Statement 

Support
7 co-sponsors (none MI); 6-D; 1-I  

H.R. 798 25 co-sponsors (none
MI); 25-D

S. 271/H.R. 797

Farm System Reform Act 
would place moratorium

on large concentrated
animal feeding operations
(CAFOs); Sen. Booker (D-

NJ) + 2 original co-
sponsors. House: Rep.
Khanna + 18 original co-

sponsors 

2/2/2023 introduced (both Senate and House)
Senate 2/2, referred to Agriculture

House: 2/2 introduced, referred to: Agriculture,
Transportation and Infrastructure; 2/3 referred to
Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee

on Water Resources and Environment; 3/6
referred to Agriculture Subcommittee on

Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry

Support; introduced last 2
sessions, AFA supported both,

see S. 2332 last session

4 co-sponsors; (none MI); 3-D; 1-
I H.R.797 38 co-sponsors

including Rep. Tlaib; 38-D

S. 272/H.R. 805

Industrial Agriculture
Accountability Act would

establish Agriculture
Department Office of High-
Risk Disaster Mitigation and
Enforcement; Sen. Booker

(D-NJ) + 2 original co-
sponsors. House: Rep.
McGovern (D-MA) + 6
original co-sponsors

2/2/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture.
House 2/2/2023 introduced, referred to:

Agriculture, Transportation and Infrastructure,
and Education and the Workforce; 2/3 referred to
Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee
on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and

Emergency Management; 3/6 referred to
Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy,

and Poultry

Support Note: introduced last
session, AFA supported Sponsor

Press Release re bill package

2 co-sponsors (none MI); 2-D.
H.R. 805 14 co-sponsors (none

MI); 14-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/270/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/798
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/271/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/797
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/272
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/805


H.J. Res. 29,
H.J. Res. 46, and

49

Resolutions that would
overturn agency decisions
related to the Endangered

Species Act using the
Congressional Review Act;

Rep. Mann (R-KS) + 8 original
co-sponsors; Bentz (R-OR) +

9 original co-sponsors;
Stauber (R-MN) + 9 original

co-sponsors

Introduced 2/7/2023 (29); 3/30/2023 (46, 49); 29
would nullify listing of the lesser prairie-chicken under
Endangered Species Act; 46 would nullify decision to
expand habitat that the Endangered Species Act can

protect for the benefit of species facing extinction; 49
would nullify listing the northern long-eared bat under
the Endangered Species Act; 4/27 all had committee

hearings; 4/28 all ordered to be reported 16-12, 17-12,
17-12; 7/27 SJR 9 passed House 221-206; SJR 24

passed House 220-209

Oppose
All brought under

Congressional Review Act
which essentially voids agency

rules and prohibits similar
agency action in future

without future Congressional
act.  Article 

H.J.Res. 29, 9 co-sponsors (none
MI); 9-R H.J. Res. 46, 12-co-

sponsors (none MI); 12-R H.J.
Res. 49, 12 co-sponsors (none

MI); 12-R

S.J. Res. 9, 23
and 24

Resolutions that would
overturn agency decisions
related to the Endangered

Species Act using the
Congressional Review Act;
Sen's. Marshall (R-KS) + 3

original co-sponsors; SJR 23,
Lummis (R-WY) + 17 original
co-sponsors; SJR 24, Mullin

(R-OK) + 10 original co-
sponsors

Introduced 2/7/2023 (9); 3/30/2023 (23, 24), see
HJR above for details; referred to Environment

and Public Works; 5/10 all had committee
hearings and ordered reported; 5/11 all passed
Senate; 7/27, S.J.Res. 9 passed House 221 - 206;

S.J.Res. 24 passed House, 220 - 209; 9/14 S.J.Res.
9 (lesser prairie chicken) and 24 (long-eared bat)
presented to President; 9/26, President vetoed
both; 9/28, Senate failed to override veto, 48 - 

47

Oppose
All brought under Congressional

Review Act which essentially
voids agency rules and prohibits
similar agency action in future

without future Congressional act.  
Article 

S.J. Res. 9, 5 co-sponsors (none
MI); 5-R S.J. Res. 23, 20-co-

sponsors (none MI); 20-R
S.J.Res. 24, 14 co-sponsors (none

MI); 13-R; 1-D

S. 346

Meat and Poultry Special
Investigator Act would

create office within USDA
to investigate and

prosecute violations of
Packers and Stockyards Act
by packers and live poultry
dealers; Sen. Tester (D-MT)

+ 10 original co-sponsors

2/9/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture Support
10 co-sponsors including Sen.

Stabenow; 6-D, 4-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/29
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/46
https://blog.humanesociety.org/2023/04/new-threats-grizzlies-wolves-endangered-species-act-emerge-congress.html?credit=blog_post_042823_idhome-page
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/49
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/23
https://blog.humanesociety.org/2023/04/new-threats-grizzlies-wolves-endangered-species-act-emerge-congress.html?credit=blog_post_042823_idhome-page
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-joint-resolution/24/actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/346


S. 445/H.R.
1245

Grizzly Bear State
Management Act would

direct Interior Department to
remove Greater Yellowstone

ecosystem population of
grizzly bears from list of

endangered and threatened
wildlife, and rule not subject

to judicial review. Sen.
Lummis (R-WY) + 4 original
co-sponsors. House: Rep.
Hageman (R-WY) + 2 original

co-sponsors

2/15/2023 introduced, referred to Environment
and Public Works. House: 2/28/2023 introduced,

referred to Natural Resources; 3/22 referred to
Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries;

3/23 Subcommittee hearings held; 4/27
committee hearings held; 4/28 ordered to be

reported, 21-17 

Oppose
see H.R. 1419 below; difference is

geographic area to be covered

4 co-sponsors (none MI); 4-R.
H.R. 1245; 4 co-sponsors (none

MI); 4-R

 H.R. 1142 

Would amend Endangered
Species Act to require

consideration of economic
impact in making listing
decisions; Rep. Pfluger

(R-TX) + 2 original
co-sponsors 

2/21/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 3/22 referred to Subcommittee on

Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries
Oppose 4 co-sponsors (none MI); 4-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/445
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/115635/documents/HMKP-118-II00-20230427-SD002.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1245
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1142


S. 557/ H.R.
1249 

Opportunities for Fairness
in Farming (OFF) Act would
restrict funds from existing

checkoff programs to be
used for lobbying; Sen. Lee

(R-UT) + 4 original co-
sponsors. House: Rep. Mace

(R-SC) + 1 original co-
sponsor

2/28/2023 introduced (both Senate and House);
Senate 2/28, referred to Agriculture.  

House: 2/28, referred to Agriculture

Support   
AFA joined letter supporting

dated 5/29/2023

5 co-sponsors (none MI); 4-D; 1-
R. H.R. 1249 17 co-sponsors

(none MI); 13-D ; 4-R

S. 658

 Environmental Quality
Incentive Program

Improvement (EQIP) Act 
would restructure

program to provide
funding for more farmers,
ranchers and for the most

effective conservation
programs; Sen. Booker (D-
NJ) + 1 original co-sponsor

3/6/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture Support Summary 2 co-sponsors (none MI); 1-D; 1-R

https://farmactionfund.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/OFF-Act-Letter.pdf
https://click.everyaction.com/k/60295484/396645057/1280271592?q={"search":["commodity+programs"]}&s=1&r=1&ms=AWA_EM_MARNOVUPUPDATES20230316_1_1&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwMy8xLzcyMjY0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjIyODEyZjgyLTNkYzQtZWQxMS1hOGUwLTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYmVlZnJpZWRsYW5kZXJAeWFob28uY29tIg0KfQ==&hmac=7vMDSje_geJuj_1BTnnZyOByKWWmMV5zOWuRnBNZgDQ=&emci=f3f755f1-3cc4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=22812f82-3dc4-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=526406
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/658/text?s=1&r=10


H.R. 1419

Comprehensive Grizzly Bear
Management would direct

Interior Secretary to issue new
rule removing Northern

Continental Divide Ecosystem 
population of grizzly bears

from the ESA protections, and
rule not subject to judicial

review; Rep. Rosendale, Sr. (R-
WY) + 2 original co-sponsors

3/7/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 3/22 referred to Subcommitte on

Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries; 3/23
Subcommittee hearings held; 4/27 committee

hearings held; 4/28 ordered to be reported 22-
17

Oppose see 
S. 445 above

3 co-sponsors (none MI); 3-R

S. 707/H.R. 1465

AFTER Act, Violet's Law,
would allow dogs, cats,

primates, rabbits, and other
animals to be retired and
re-homed when no longer

needed for research in
federal labs; Sen. Collins

(R-ME) + 1 original
co-sponsor.   House: Rep.
Mace (R-SC) + 37 original

co-sponsors

3/8/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture;
Sponsor's Remarks on Introduction.

House: 3/8/2023 introduced, referred to
Agriculture; 4/4 referred to Subcommittee on

Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry

Support, see S. 1378 last session,
AFA supported

20 co-sponsors including Sen.
Peters; 19-D; 1-I. H.R. 1465: 
93 co-sponsors including Reps.
Slotkin, Stevens, Tlaib, Kildee,
Scholten, James; 71-D; 22-R

S. 771

Would prohibit non-native
species from being listed

as endangered or
threatened; Sen. Cruz

(R-TX)

3/9/23 introduced, referred to Environment Oppose no co-sponsors

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1419
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/115635/documents/HMKP-118-II00-20230427-SD002.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/707
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1465
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/771


H.R. 1624

Puppy Protection Act
would amend AWA to

strengthen regulation of
commercial dog breeders;
Rep. Fitzpatrick (R-PA) + 3

original co-sponsors

3/17/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture;
4/17 referred to Subcommittee on Livestock,

Dairy, and Poultry

Support; see H.R. 2840 of 2021,
AFA supported

228 co-sponsors including Rep's.
Kildee, Scholten, Slotkin, Stevens,
Dingell, Tlaib, Thanedar; 199-D;

29-R

H.R. 1788/S.
4033

Goldie's Act would amend the
AWA to require USDA to

conduct more frequent and
meaningful inspections,

provide lifesaving intervention
for suffering animals, issue
penalties for violations, and
communicate with local law

enforcement; Rep. Malliotakis
(R-NY) + 5 original co-sponsors

Senate:  Sen. Blumenthal
(D-CT) + 1 original co-sponsor

3/24/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture;
4/25 referred to Subcommittee on Livestock,
Dairy, and Poultry Senate 3/21/2024

introduced, referred to Agriculture Committee S.
4033

Support; see H.R. 6100 of 2021,
AFA supported

110 co-sponsors including Rep's.
Slotkin, Thanedar, Scholten,
Dingell, Tlaib; 89-D; 21-R.  

Senate: 1 co-sponsor (none MI) 1-
R  Senate Sponsor Press

Release

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1624
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1788
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4033
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6100
https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/blumenthal-and-scott-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-promote-animal-welfare


H.R. 1824

Food and Farm Bill would
reform the safety net for

farmers and ranchers, enhance
soil, water, and habitat

conservation, encourage
beginning farmers and

ranchers,strengthen nutrition
for Americans, support

agriculture research and
innovation, reduce food
waste, improve animal

welfare, and invest in regional
food systems; Rep.

Blumenauer (D-OR) + 0
original co-sponsors

3/28/2023 introduced, referred to: Agriculture,
Ways and Means, Education and the Workforce,

and Foreign Affairs

Support Food
Politics Blog

5 co-sponsors (none MI); 5-D  
Information, press release from

sponsor

S. 1149
Recovering America's

Wildlife Act
3/31/2023 introduced, referred to Environment

and Public Works
In review; past session supported

with recommended changes

19 co-sponsors including Sen.
Stabenow; 10-R; 7-D; 2-I
Sponsor's press release 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1824
https://www.foodpolitics.com/2023/03/the-farm-bill-transform-its-focus-to-food-not-feed-or-fuel/
https://blumenauer.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/blumenauer-calls-to-shift-the-farm-bill
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1149/
https://www.attorneysforanimals.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Sign-on-letter-revisions-to-RAWA-2021.pdf
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/recovering_americas_wildlife_act_of_2023.pdf


H.R. 2560

Sea Turtle Rescue Assistance
and Rehabilitation Act

would require NOAA to
establish Grant Program to

encourage, facilitate
coordinated rapid response,
rescue of stranded marine

turtles; Rep. Keating (D-MA)
+ no original co-sponsors

4/10/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 5/8 referred to Subcommittee on

Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries; 10/25, 26
Committee discharged Subcommittee, considered

and ordered amended bill discharged by
unanimous consent, 4/2/2024 Reported
(Amended) by the Committee on Natural

Resources/ 4/11 placed on Union Calendar,
considered under Suspension of Rules, debated,

voted by ayes and nays and passed with 2/3
majority, Roll Call 111. Senate: 4/15, received in

Senate

In review
13 co-sponsors (none MI); 7-R;

6-D

H.R. 2742/S.
1529

Fighting Inhumane Gambling
and High-Risk Trafficking (FIGHT)

Act would amend AWA to
enhance enforcement against

dog- and cock-fighting, allow for
citizen suits, ban on-line

gambling, forbid use of the mail
to ship adults; Rep.'s Bacon

(R-NE) and Salinas (D-OR) + 19
original co-sponsors.     Senate:

Sen. Booker + no original
co-sponsors

4/20/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture,
Oversight and Sustainability; 5/15 referred to
Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy,
and Poultry. Senate: 5/10/2023 introduced  

Senate Sponsor press release

Support  AFA
supported in past session

117 co-sponsors including Rep.
Thanedar, Bergman, Slotkin,

McLain; 67-D; 50-R. S.
1529   16 co-sponsors (none

MI); 12-D; 3-R; 1-I  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2560
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2024111
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2742/cosponsors
https://www.kennedy.senate.gov/public/press-releases?ID=825F6552-02F6-4AC2-A257-EF9EDCECFC52
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/9309
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1529/


H.R. 2878

Companion Animal Release
Act would require as

condition of receiving NIH
funding, entities establish
adoption policies for dogs,
cats, rabbits after research;
limits liability related to the

adoptions under certain
conditions; Rep. Cardenes

(D-CA) + 4 original
co-sponsors

5/3/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Commerce

Support  AFA
supported last session

15 co-sponsors including Rep.
Scholten; 9-D; 6-R

H.R. 2939

PIGS Act would amend
Animal Welfare Act to

prohibit confinement of pigs
in gestation crates; Rep.

Escobar (D-TX) + 3 original
co-sponsors

4/27/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
Committee; 6/1 referred to Subcommittee on

Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry

Support AFA
supported last session

7 co-sponsors including Rep.
Tlaib (7-D)

H.R. 3090

The Prevent All Soring
Tactics Act would amend
Horse Protection Act to

make soring unlawful and
improve USDA

enforcement of the Act;
Rep. Fitzpatrick (R-PA) +
185 original co-sponsors

5/5/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Commerce

Article

Support AFA
supported in past sessions

242 co-sponsors including Rep's.
Dingell, McClain, Thanedar, Tlaib,
Slotkin, Scholten, Kildee, Stevens;

203-D; 39-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2878
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5726
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2939/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5441/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3090
https://hslf.org/blog/2023/05/breaking-us-congress-has-new-chance-stop-horse-soring?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzRss&utm_campaign=hslf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5441/text


H.R. 3494

Extinction Prevention Act
would create dedicated

funds to conserve
butterflies in North

America, plants in the
Pacific Islands, freshwater

mussels in the US, and
desert fish in the SW US;
Rep. Grijalva (D-AZ) + 9

original co-sponsors

5/18/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources

Support
AFA supported H.R. 3396 last

session

17 co-sponsors, including Rep's.
Dingell, Scholten, Tlaib; 17-D  

Sponsor press release

H.R. 3781

Federal Bird Safe Buildings
Act would direct GSA to

incorporate practices and
strategies to reduce bird

fatality from collisions with
public buildings; Rep. Griffith

(R-VA) + 1 original
co-sponsor

 

6/1/2023 introduced, referred to
Transportation and Infrastrucutre; 6/2 referred
to Subcommittee on Economic Development,

Public Buildings, and Emergency
Management.

Support Sponsor
Press Release; AFA
supported last session

22 co-sponsors (none MI); 21-D;
1-R  Article

H.R. 3783

MINK Virus Act would
prohibit farming of minks for
fur after one-year phase-out,

create grant program to
reimburse mink farmers to
help with transition out of

the industry and set
guidelines for humanely
euthanizing minks; Rep.

Espaillat  (D-NY)

6/1/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
and to Budget; 7/10 referred to Subcommittee

on Livestock, Dairy, Poultry

Support AFA
supported similar bill last session 

which did not actually prohibit
mink farming; see H.R.

8 co-sponsors (none MI); 5-D; 3-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3494
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3396
https://democrats-naturalresources.house.gov/media/press-releases/ranking-member-grijalva-sen-blumenthal-introduce-extinction-prevention-act-to-protect-highly-imperiled-less-charismatic-wildlife
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3781
https://morgangriffith.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=402874
https://www.govexec.com/management/2023/06/lawmakers-flock-prevent-birds-dying-collisions-public-buildings/387078/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3783
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4310?s=1&r=7


H.R. 3859

Animal Welfare Enforcement
Improvement Act  would
close loopholes in USDA

licensing proces; Rep.
Krishnamoorthi (D-IL) + 1

original co-sponsor

6/6/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture;
7/28 referred to Subcommittee on Livestock,

Dairy, and Poultry

Support
Article

31 co-sponsors (none MI); 29-D;
2-R

H.R. 3894

Would amend AWA to
prohibit commercial

greyhound racing, live lure
training, open field

coursing; Rep. Carbajal
(D-CA) + 5 original

co-sponsors

6/7/2023 introduced; referred to Agriculture;
7/28 referred to Subcommittee on Livestock,

Dairy, and Poultry
Support

47 co-sponsors including Rep.
Slotkin; 24-R; 23-D

H.R. 3957

Providing for Unhoused
People with Pets (PUPP) Act

would establish grant
program authorizing USDA to
provide funding for shelters
to retrofit their facilities to

better accommodate
unhoused people and their
pets; Rep. Crow (D-CO) + 3

original co-sponsors

6/9/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
and to Financial Services; 7/28 referred to
Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock,

Dairy, and Poultry

Support
see H.R. 8074 of 2022, AFA

supported

18 co-sponsors (none MI); 14-D;
4-R

H.R. 3989

Pets Belong With Families
Act would prohibit public

housing agencies from
imposing breed

restrictions on household
pets owned by public

housing residents; Rep.
Schiff (D-CA)  + 2 original

co-sponsors

6/9/2023 introduced, referred to Financial
Services

Support                                     see
H.R. 5828 of 2021, AFA

supported

42 co-sponsors, including Rep.
Tlaib; 40-D; 2-R Sponsor

press release

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3859
https://awionline.org/press-releases/bill-reintroduced-strengthen-vital-protections-under-animal-welfare-act-0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3894?s=1&r=1&q={"search":["Hr3894"]}
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3957
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3989
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5828?q={"search":["pets+belong"]}&s=6&r=1
https://schiff.house.gov/news/press-releases/rep-schiff-introduces-two-bipartisan-bills-to-keep-pets-and-families-together


S. 1940/H.R.
4068

Canyon's Law would ban
the use of wildlife-killing
M-44 devices (“cyanide

bombs”) on federal public
lands; Sen. Merkley (D-OR)

+ 5 original co-sponsors.
House: Rep. Huffman (D-

CA) + 7 original co-
sponsors H.R. 4068

6/13/2023 introduced (both House and Senate).
Senate, 6/13 referred to Environment and Public

Works. House, 6/13 referred to Natural
Resources, and to Agriculture; 7/28 referred to

Agriculture Subcommittees on Forestry and
Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry  Article

Support  S.
4584 and H.R. 4951 in last
session; AFA supported

Senate: 7 co-sponsors (none MI);
6-D; 1-I. House: 20 co-sponsors

including Rep. Tlaib; 20-D  
Article

S. 2019/H.R.
4417

Ending Agricultural Trade
Suppression (EATS) Act
would prohibit state or
local governments from
regulating "preharvest

product of any agricultural
product" sold in interstate
commerce that is addition

to the standards of the
state where production

occurs; Sen. Marshall (R-KS)
+ 9 original co-sponsors.

House: Rep. Hinson (R-IA) +
15 original co-sponsors 

6/15/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture.
House: 6/30/2023 introduced, referred to

Agriculture and to Judiciary ; 5/xs/2024 asopted
inpart by House Ag Committee in its draft Farm

Bill   H.R. 4417  

Oppose
Harvard Animal Law & Policy

Program White Paper opposing

14 co-sponsors (none MI); 14-R.
House: 37 co-sponsors (none

MI); 37-R Response
to SCOTUS decision in CA Prop 12
case; Sentient Media article on

Farm Bill and EATS

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1940
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4068
https://kymkemp.com/2023/06/15/canyons-law-bill-to-ban-m-44-ejector-from-public-lands/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4584?q={"search":["canyon's+law"]}&s=9&r=19
https://awionline.org/press-releases/bill-reintroduced-ban-deadly-cyanide-bombs-public-lands
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2019/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4417
https://animal.law.harvard.edu/news-article/the-eats-act/
https://sentientmedia.org/2023-farm-bill-animals/


S 2037

Save America's Forgotten
Equines (SAFE) Act would

prohibit slaughter of equines
for human food; Sen.

Menendez (D-NJ) + 9 original
co-sponsors

6/15/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
Support AFA

supported past bills
11 co-sponsors (none MI); 6-D;

5-R

H.R. 4241

Would amend Horse
Protection Act to prohibit

transport of horses in
interstate transportation

in motor vehicle
containing 2 or more

levels stacked on top of
one another; Rep. Cohen

(D-TN) + 67 original
co-sponsors

6/21/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Commerce

Support  
AFA supported similar bill last

session

76 co-sponsors including Rep's.
Stevens, Scholten; 75-D; 1-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2037/text?s=3&r=60&q={"search":["blumenthal"]}
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3355
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4241/


H.R. 4389

Migratory Birds of the
Americas Conservation

Enhancements Act would
reauthorize through FY2028
the Neotropical Migratory

Bird Conservation Act,
which provides funding for

projects to promote the
conservation of neotropical

migratory birds; Rep.
Salazar (R-FL) + 3 original

co-sponsors

6/27/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 10/17 referred to Subcommittee on

Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries; 10/18
Subcommittee Hearings held; 3/12/2024
Committee hearings held; 4/5 reported

(amended); 4/9 rules suspended, passed on voice
vote; 4/10 received in Senate, referred to

Environment and Public Works; 4/17 discharged
by Committee by unanimous consent, passed

Senate without amendment by Voice Vote; 4/24
presented to President, signed by President,

became Pub Law 118-51

Support
19 co-sponsors, including Rep.

Kildee; 12-D; 7-R

H.R. 4757

The Cease Animal Research
Grants Overseas (CARGO) Act

would amend the Public
Health Service Act to prohibit

the National Institutes of
Health from awarding any
support for an activity or

program that uses live
animals in research unless
the research occurs in the

US; (Rep. Titus, NV) + 1
original co-sponsor

7/19/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Commerce; 7/21 referred to  Subcommittee on

Health

Support with condition that this
is not an endorsement of animal

testing, or the oversight of animal
testing, in the US

Sponsor's press release

21 co-sponsors (none MI); 12-R,
9-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4389
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4389/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4757
https://titus.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3472


S. 2397

WATCH Act would amend
Public Health Service Act to

require inspections of foreign
laboratories conducting

biomedical and behavioral
research to ensure

compliance with applicable
animal welfare

requirements; Sen. Schmitt
(R-MO)

 7/21/2023 introduced, referred to Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions

Support
8 co-sponsors, including Sen.

Peters; 5-R; 3-D

H.Con.Res. 59

Concurrent resolutions
urging all countries to outlaw
dog and cat meat trade and

to enforce existing laws
against such trade. Sen.

Merkley (D-OR) + 1 original
co-sponsor; Rep. Moskowitz

(D-FL) + 11 original co-
sponsors

7/20/2023 introduced (both House and Senate).
Senate, 7/20 referred to Foreign Relations.

House, 7/20 referred to Agriculture and to Foreign
Relations

Support

 House: 16 co-sponsors
including Rep. Dingell; 11-D; 5-R.
S.Con.Res. 2 co-sponsors (none

MI); 1-R; 1-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2397/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-concurrent-resolution/59
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-concurrent-resolution/16


H.R. 4821

Interior Apprporiations bill
includes provisions such as

requiring delisting grizzlies and
gray wolves; preventing listing

of Northern long-eared bats
and lesser prairie chickens;

preventing agency regulation
of lead ammunition and

rodenticides on public lands;
Rep. Simpson (R-ID) and no

co-sponsors

7/24/2023 introduced, passed Appropriations
Committee, and placed on Union Calendar; see 

House Report 118-155; 11/3 passed House 213 - 
203. SENATE: 11/7, received, placed on Senate

Legislative Calendar under General Orders
(Calendar No. 239)

Oppose no co-sponsors

S. 2555

Better Care for Animals Act
would amend AWA to

strengthen DOJ enforcement
power by allowing DOJ to levy

civil penalties, suspend and
revoke licenses, and remove

or relocate animals; Sen.
Blumenthal (D-CT) + 1 original

co-sponsor. House: Rep.
Reschenthaler (R-PA) + 1

original co-sponsor

7/27/2023 introduced (both House and Senate);
Senate, 7/27, referred to Agriculture.

House: 7/27, referred to Agriculture; 9/19
referred to Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy,

and Poultry

Support Article

29 co-sponsors, including Sen.
Peters; 26-D; 2-R; 1-I. HR

5041 189, including Rep's.
Thanader, Stevens, Scholten,

Dingell, Kildee, Slotkin; 173-D;
16-R

H.R. 5023

"Peas, Legumes, And Nuts
Today" or “PLANT Act"

would support American
farmers and rural

communities through
plant-based food
production, Rep.

McGovern (D-MA)

7/27/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
Support  Sponsor

Press Release
13 co-sponsors including Rep.

Scholten; 13-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4821/actions
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/118th-congress/house-report/155/1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2555
https://blog.humanesociety.org/2023/07/us-congress-has-new-chance-to-better-protect-animals-with-game-changing-bill.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5041?q={"search":"5041"}&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5023
https://mcgovern.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=400022


S. 2370/H.R.
4750

BARK Act would amend Good
Samaritan Food Donation Act
to provide protection for the

good faith donation of pet
products; Sen. Warnock (D-
GA) + 1 original co-sponsor.
House: Rep. Raskin (D-MD) +

18 original co-sponsors

   7/19/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture.  
House: 7/19/2023 introduced, referred to

Education

Support  
Warnock Press release

2 co-sponsors (none MI); 1-D; 1-
R. H.R. 4750 58 co-sponsors
including Rep. Dingell; 47-D; 11-R

H.R. 5175

PETSAFE Act would direct
FEMA to develop a pilot

program for mobile animal
shelters in event of
emergencies, major

disasters; Rep. Schiff (D-CA) +
9 original co-sponsors

8/8/2023 introduced, referred to Transportation
and Infrastructure; 8/9 referred to Subcommittee
on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and

Emergency Management

Support
Sponsor's Press Release

30 co-sponsors (none MI); 27-D;
3-R

H.R. 5217

Refuge from Cruel
Trapping Act would

prohibit body-gripping
traps in National Wildlife

Refuges; Rep. Nadler
(D-NY) +  21 original

co-sponsors

  8/15/2023 introduced, referred to Natural 
Resources                  

Support AWI
Press Release

22 co-sponsors (none MI); 22-D

S. 2734

PAWS re-authorization Act
would amend the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 to
reauthorize the emergency
and transitional pet shelter

and housing assistance grant
program; Sen. Peters (D-MI) +

1 original co-sponsor

9/6/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture;
3/21/2024 funded as part of FY 2024 budget

Support 1 co-sponsor (none MI); 1-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2370
https://www.wrbl.com/news/georgia-news/senator-raphael-warnock-introduces-bark-act-to-encourage-animal-shelter-donations/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4750
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5175
https://schiff.house.gov/news/press-releases/reps-schiff-titus-and-mast-introduce-bipartisan-bill-to-assist-pet-owners-during-disasters
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5217
https://awionline.org/press-releases/refuge-cruel-trapping-act-reintroduced-protect-wildlife-and-pets-barbaric-traps-and
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2734


H.R. 5399

Humane Cosmetics Act
would substantially

restrict use of animal
testing for cosmetics; Rep.
Beyer (D-VA) + 4 original

co-sponsors

9/12/2023 introduced, referred to Energy and
Commerce

Support
214 co-sponsors, including Rep's.

Scholten, Thanedar, Slotkin,
Stevens, Tlaib; 184-D; 30-R

S. 2782/H.R.
4110

Expanded Food Safety
[Investigation] Act would

provide the FDA with authority
to conduct microbial sampling

on CAFOs to address public
health needs; Sen. Booker (D-

NJ) + 1 original co-sponsor.
House: Rep. DeLaurio (D-CT) +

2 original co-sponsors

9/13/2023 introduced, referred to Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions  House: 6/14,
introduced, referred to Energy and Commerce;

6/16 referred to Subcommittee on Health

Support
1 co-sponsor (none MI); 1-D

H.R. 4110 8 co-sponsors (none
MI); 8-D

S. 2811

Would require USFWS to
withdraw proposed

Endangered Species Act rules
trelated to critical habitat

designation, and hat
required inter-agency

cooperation; Sen. Loomis
(R-WY) + 16 original

co-sponsors

9/14/2023 introduced, referred to Environment
and Public Works

Oppose    Article 17 co-sponsors (none MI); 17-R

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5399
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2782
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4110/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2811
https://riponadvance.com/stories/daines-bill-retains-trump-era-endangered-species-regulations/


H.R. 6021

Ejiao Act would prohibit the
transportation, sale, and
purchase of donkeys or

donkey hides for the purpose
of producing ejiao, a gelatin
made from donkey's hides;

Rep. Beyer (D-VA)

10/24/2023 introduced; 10/25, referred to Energy
and Commerce, Ways and Means, Foreign Affairs,
Judiciary, and Transportation and Infrastructure;

11/3 referred to Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Innovation, Data, and

Commerce

Support
7 co-sponsor (none MI); 4-R; 3-D

Article

H.Res. 881

To commemorate 50th
anniversary of the

Endangered Species Act;
Rep. Beyer (D-VA) + 15

original co-sponsors

11/21/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources

In review
52 co-sponsors, including Rep's.
Dingell, Stevens, Tlaib; 51-D; 1-R

S. 3382

Protecting Interstate
Commerce for Livestock

Producers Act would amend
the Food, Conservation, and

Energy Act to protect
ranchers from out-of-state
regulation that interferes
with interstate livestock
production; Sen. Hawley
(R-MO) + no co-sponsors

11/30/2023 introduced, referred to Agriculture
Committee

Oppose No co-sponsors

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6021
https://awionline.org/press-releases/ejiao-act-reintroduced-protect-donkeys-dangerous-gelatin-trade
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/881
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3382/text


H.R. 6784

ESA Flexibility Act would
expand to "endangered"
species, the more flexible

rules applicable to
"threatened" species under
Section 4(d) of the Act; Rep.
Stauber (R-MN) + 4 original

co-sponsors

12/14/2023 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources; 2/14/2024, subcommittee hearing

In review
Sponsor press release

8 co-sponsors (none MI); 8-R

H.R. 7018

Glue Trap Prohibition Act
would prohibit sale, use of

glue traps for rodents;
Rep. Lieu (D-CA) + 1
original co-sponsor

1/17/2024 introduced, referred to Agriculture In review 3 co-sponsors (none MI); 3-D

H.R. 7145/S.
3694

SWIMS Act amends
MMPA to prohibit the
taking, importation,

exportation, and breeding
of certain cetaceans for

public display; Rep. Schiff
(D-CA) + 24 original co-
sponsors. Senate: Sen.

Wyden (D-OR) + 4 original
co-sponsors

1/30/2024 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources and to Agriculture Senate

1/30/2024 introduced, referred to Commerce,
Science, and Transportation  

In review
AFA supported similar bill last

session

35 co-sponsors, including Rep's.
Tlaib, Thanedar; 34-D. Senate 6

co-sponsors (none MI); 6-D  
S. 3694

H.R. 7211

Petfax Act would require
sellers to report conditions

in which the animal was
bred and raised and health

history; create stricter
criteria for licensing to sell
pets; Rep. Ross (D-NC) + 1

original co-sponsor

2/1/2024 introduced, referred to Agriculture and
to Energy and Commerce

In review
1 co-sponsor (none MI); 1-R

More information

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6784
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=415529
https://stauber.house.gov/media/press-releases/stauber-reintroduces-legislation-modernize-endangered-species-act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7018?q={"search":"7018"}&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7145
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/8514/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3694
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7211
https://www.dvm360.com/view/a-new-petfax-act-bill-has-been-introduced-in-congress


H.R. 7221

Wildlife Corridors and USDA
Conservation Programs Act

would provide for
conservation and designation
of habitat connectivity areas,
with support from voluntary

USDA-administered
conservation programs; Rep.

Byer (D-VA) + 1 original
co-sponsor

2/5/2024 introduced, referred to Agriculture and
to Natural Resources

In review 1 co-sponsor (none MI); 1-R

S. 3737 / H.R.
7396

“Animal Violence Exposes
Real Threat of Future

Violence (AVERT) Act would
direct the Attorney General

to conduct a study on animal
cruelty; Sen. Peters + 1

original co-sponsor. House:
Rep. Titus (D-NV) + 5 original

co-sponsors

2/6/2024 introduced, referred to Judiciary.  
House 2/15/2024 introduced, referred to

Judiciary

In review   More
information 

1-co-sponsor; 1-R. House 5
co-sponsors (none MI); 3-R; 2-D  

H.R. 7396

S. 3791

Would reauthorize
America's Conservation
Enhancement Act; Sen.

Carper (R-DE) + 8 original
co-sponsors

2/8/2024 introduced, referred to Environment and
Public Works; 3/12 reported from Committee,

placed on Senate Calendar
In review

15 co-sponsors, including Sen.
Peters; 8-R; 6-D; I-1

H.R. 7248

Would amend Food, Drug,
Cosmetic Act to replace

animal testing in
nonclinical research; Rep.

Carter (R-GA)  + 10 original
co-sponsors

 2/6/2024 introduced, referred to Energy and
Commerce; 2/9 referred to Subcommittee on

Health; 2/29 committee hearing
In review

31 co-sponsors, including Rep.
Tlaib; 16-R; 15-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7221
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3737/
https://riponadvance.com/stories/buchanans-bipartisan-bill-would-study-link-between-domestic-abuse-animal-violence/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7396
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3791
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7248


H.R. 7380

PURR Act would amend
Food, Drug, Cosmetic Act to

clarify and update FDA's
authority to ensure national
uniformity in the regulation

of the marketing and
labeling of companion
animal pet food; Rep.

LaTurner (R-KS) + 4 original
co-sponsors

2/15/2024 introduced, referred to Energy and
Comerce; 2/16 referred to Subcommittee on

Health
In review

13 co-sponsors (none MI); 8-R;
5-D

H.R. 7408

America's Wildlife Habitat
Conservation Act would

amend Pittman-Robertson to
make supplemental funds

available for management of
fish and wildlife species of

greatest conservation need
as determined by State

agencies ; Rep. Westerman
(R-AR) + 18 original

co-sponsors

2/20/2024 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources and to Agriculture; 3/4 referred to
Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water,

Wildlife, and Fisheries; 3/6 Subcommittee hearing
; 4/16 Committee hearing, reported (amended)

21 - 17

In review Republican version
of RAWA

 22 co-sponsors (none MI);
22-R

H.R. 7430

Public Lands in Public
Hands Act would prohibit
Secretaries of Interior and

Agriculture from
transferring certain federal

lands to a non-federal
entity; Rep. Zinke (R-MT) +

1 original co-sponsor

2/20/2024 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources and to Agriculture

In review 1 co-sponsor (none MI); 1-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7380?s=1&r=28
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7408
https://www.eenews.net/articles/house-gop-introduces-alternative-wildlife-conservation-bill/
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=415604
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7430


H.R. 7670

Minks in Narrowly Kept
Spaces are

Super-spreaders would
amend Animal Welfare

Act to prevent the
captivity of minks; Rep.
Mace (R-SC) + 7 original

co-sponsors

3/13/2024 introduced, referred to Agriculture
In review.  AFA supported last

session.

16 co-sponsors (none MI); 9-D; 7-
R See H.R. 3783 (stalled);

article

S,Res. 610

Resolution honoring Dr.
Jane Goodall and her legacy

as an ethologist,
conservationist, and

activist; Sen. Coons (D-DE) +
2 original co-sponsors

3/21/2024 introduced, referred to Judiciary In review 3 co-sponsors (none MI); 2-D; 1-R

H.R. 7795

Prohibiting Threatened
and Endangered Creature

Trophies (ProTECT) Act
would amend Endangered

Species Act (ESA) to
prohibit taking

endangered or threatened
species into the US as a

trophy; Rep. Jackson Lee
(D-TX) + 12 original

co-sponsors

3/22/2024 introduced, referred to Natural
Resources

In review
14 co-sponsors, including Rep.

Dingell; 14-D

H.R. 8119

Would establish U.S.
Customs and Border

Protection pilot program to
adopt dogs from local animal

shelters to be trained as
therapy dogs; Rep. Gonzales

(R-TX) + 11 original
co-sponsors

4/23/2024 introduced, referred to Homeland Security In review 13 co-sponsors (none MI); 9-R; 4-D

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7670
https://www.animals24-7.org/2024/03/14/new-bill-before-congress-to-euthanize-zombie-mink-farming-industry/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-resolution/610
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7795
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8119


S. 4206/H.R.
8164

The Captive Primate Safet
Act would prohibit

interstate commerce and
private ownership of

primates; Sen. Blumenthal
(D-CT) + 2 original co-

sponsors. House Rep.
Blumenauer (D-OR) +
original co-sponsors

H.R. 8164

4/30/2024 introduced, referred to Environment and
Public Works

In review                                    AFA
supported in past sessions

5 co-sponsors (none MI); 5-D
Sponsor press release

H.R. 8467
Draft House Farm Bill;
Rep. Thompson (R-PA)

5/21/2024 introduced, referred to Agriculture;  5/23
committee mark-up, passed committee

Oppose

H.R. 8492

Prohibit Wildlife Killing
Contests Act would ban

WKCs on public lands; Rep.
Cohen (D-TN) + 16 original

co-sponsors

5/22/2024 introduced, referred to Natural Resources
and to Agriculture

In review
16 co-sponsors including Rep.

Tlaib; 16-D Sponsor
Press Release

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4206?q={"search":"primate"}&s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8164/cosponsors?s=1&r=1&q={"search":"8164"}
https://www.blumenthal.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/blumenthal-blumenauer-and-fitzpatrick-introduce-bipartisan-bicameral-legislation-to-ban-private-possession-of-primates
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8467
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8492
https://cohen.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/congressman-cohen-introduces-prohibit-wildlife-killing-contests-act-0


Agency & Comment
 Deadline

Proposed Rule/Notice/Final Rule Summary Notes

Dept. of Commerce /
National Oceanic and

Atmospheric
Administration / National
Marine Fisheries Service

(NMFS)
07/23/2024

Proposed Rule: Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife; 90-Day

Finding on a Petition To List Gulf
of Alaska Chinook Salmon as

Threatened or Endangered Under
the Endangered Species Act

The NMFS announces a 90-day finding on a petition
to list Gulf of Alaska Chinook salmon as a

threatened or endangered species under the ESA
and to designate critical habitat concurrent with the
listing. The NMFS finds that the petition, viewed in
the context of information readily available in our
files, presents substantial scientific or commercial

information indicating that the petitioned action may
be warranted. To ensure that the status review is

comprehensive, the NMFS is soliciting scientific and
commercial information regarding this species from

any interested party.

Analysis: NMFS Response to

Petition filed in Jan. 2024 by
Washington State environmental
organization; agency took action

although it said the petition
‘contained numerous factual errors,
omissions, incomplete references,
and unsupported assertions and

conclusions.’  Many Alaska elected
officials denounced the NMFS

action, citing opposition to the ESA,
claiming this action will furthe harm
the fishing industry and highlighting

the agency's neggative
charactrization of the petition.



Agency Proposed Rule/Notice/Final Rule Summary Notes



Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife Service

 (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants;
Finding for the Gray Wolf in the

Northern Rocky Mountains and the
Western United States

FWS announces a finding on the gray wolf (Canis
lupus) in the Northern Rocky Mountains (NRM) and

in the Western United States. After a thorough
review of the best available scientific and

commercial data, FWS finds that gray wolves within
the NRM area do not, on their own, represent a valid
listable entity; therefore, the NRM is not warranted
for listing under the ESA. FWS finds that the gray
wolf in the Western United States is a valid listable
entity; however, the gray wolf in the Western United

States does not meet the definition of an
endangered species or a threatened species. Thus,
FWS finds that listing the gray wolf in the Western

United States is not warranted at this time.

In February 2024, in Montana, a
man ran over a wolf with a

snowmobile, then tortured the
animal, showed her off at a bar
before she died, for which he

received a $250 fine. The
incident provoked international
outrage, and was used to argue
this FWS finding was flawed.  An
April 22, 2024  notice of intent to

sueFWS cites this incident to
support its contention that
wolves have become so
politicized and thus are
vulnerable, a factor not

considered by FWS.
https://animalwellnessaction.org/
wp-content/uploads/2024/04/US
FWS_Intent-to-Sue.pdf, page 10

of 19 at Fn. 59.



Agency
Proposed

Rule/Notice/Final Rule
Summary Additional Action/Resources Notes

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; 90-Day Findings for

4 Species

FWS announces 90-day findings on petitions to add four species to the Lists of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants under the ESA. Based on its review, FWS finds that the petitions to
list the common hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius), Morro Bay polyphyllan scarab beetle
(Polyphylla morroensis), Inyo rock daisy (Perityle inyoensis; synonym Laphamia inyoensis), and

roughhead shiner (Notropis semperasper) present substantial scientific or commercial information
indicating that the petitioned actions may be warranted. Therefore, with the publication of this

document, FWS announces that it is initiating status reviews of these species to determine whether
the petitioned actions are warranted. To ensure that the status reviews are comprehensive, FWS
requests scientific and commercial data and other information regarding the species and factors

that may affect their status. Based on the status reviews, FWS will issue 12-month petition findings,
which will address whether or not the petitioned actions are warranted, in accordance with the ESA.

FWS will accept
submissions

 with information on any
 of these species

throughout
 the status review period.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Rule: Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; One Species Not

Warranted for Delisting and
Seven Species Not

Warranted for Listing as
Endangered or Threatened

Species

FWS announces findings that one species is not warranted for delisting and that seven species are
not warranted for listing as endangered or threatened species under the ESA. After a thorough

review of the best available scientific and commercial information, FWS finds that it is not warranted
at this time to delist Bone Cave harvestman (Texella reyesi; formerly listed as endangered as the

Bee Creek Cave harvestman (Texella reddelli)). FWS finds that it is not warranted at this time to list
Brandegee's buckwheat (Eriogonum brandegeei Rydberg), Chowanoke crayfish (Faxonius

virginiensis), Cisco milkvetch (Astragalus sabulosus), stage station milkvetch (A. vehiculus), Isely's
milkvetch (A. iselyi), Columbia Oregonian (Cryptomastix hendersoni), and Rye Cove cave isopod
(Lirceus culveri). However, FWS asks the public to submit to it at any time any new information

relevant to the status of any of the species mentioned above or their habitats.

Dept. of Health and
Human Services / Food
and Drug Administration

(FDA)

Notice: General
Considerations for Animal

Studies Intended To
Evaluate Medical Devices;
Guidance for Industry and

Food and Drug
Administration Staff;

Availability

The FDA is announcing the availability of a final guidance entitled “General Considerations for

Animal Studies Intended to Evaluate Medical Devices.” FDA developed this guidance document to
assist medical device sponsors, testing facilities, and other persons involved in designing,

conducting, and reporting the results of animal studies intended to assess the safety of medical
devices to support premarket submissions. These animal studies typically provide initial evidence of
device safety, which may include device performance and handling, and the biological effects when

used in a living system.

FDA will accept written or
electronic comments

anytime.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Notice: Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; One Species Not

Warranted for Delisting and
Six Species Not Warranted

for Listing as Endangered or
Threatened Species

FWS announces findings that one species is not warranted for delisting and six species are not
warranted for listing as endangered or threatened species under the ESA. After a thorough review
of the best available scientific and commercial information, FWS finds that it is not warranted at this
time to delist the southern sea otter (Enhydra lutris nereis). FWS also finds that is not warranted at

this time to list the Cascades frog (Rana cascadae), plains spotted skunk (Spilogale interrupta,
formerly recognized as one of three subspecies of eastern spotted skunk (Spilogale putorius

interrupta)), sicklefin chub (Macrhybopsis meeki), sturgeon chub (Macrhybopsis gelida), Tennessee
cave salamander (Gyrinophilus palleucus), and Yazoo crayfish (Faxonius hartfieldi, formerly

Orconectes hartfieldi). However, FWS asks the public to submit to it at any time any new
information relevant to the status of any of the species mentioned above or their habitats.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Notice: Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Establishment of a
Nonessential Experimental
Population of the Gray Wolf

in the State of Colorado;
Final Environmental Impact

Statement

FWS announces the availability of a final environmental impact statement (EIS) and draft record of
decision (ROD) under NEPA for its intended action of establishing a nonessential experimental
population (NEP) of the gray wolf (Canis lupus) in the State of Colorado. The State of Colorado
requested that FWS establish an NEP in conjunction with their State-led gray wolf reintroduction

effort. Establishment of this NEP under section 10(j) of the ESA would provide for allowable, legal,
purposeful, and incidental take of the gray wolf within the State of Colorado, while also providing for

the conservation of the species. In the FEIS, we analyzed the environmental consequences of a
range of alternatives for our proposed rule. The action would be implemented through a final rule.

FWS will issue a record of

 decision no sooner than
30 days after publication
of this announcement of
the availability of the final

EIS in the Federal
Register.

Dep’t of Commerce /

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA) /
National Marine

Fisheries Service
(NMFS)

Notice: Listing Endangered
or Threatened Species;
12-Month Finding on a
Petition To Revise the

Critical Habitat Designation
for the North Pacific Right

Whale

NMFS announces a 12-month determination on a petition to revise the critical habitat designation
for the North Pacific right whale (Eubalaena japonica) under the ESA. Based on NMFS's review of
the best available information on North Pacific right whale habitat use, NMFS intends to revise the

critical habitat. This finding describes how NMFS intends to proceed, particularly regarding analysis
and review of the relevant data and information that have become available since North Pacific

right whale critical habitat was designated in 2008.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Finding for the Gray
Wolf in the Northern Rocky
Mountains and the Western

United States

FWS announces a finding on the gray wolf (Canis lupus) in the Northern Rocky Mountains (NRM)
and in the Western United States. After a thorough review of the best available scientific and

commercial data, FWS finds that gray wolves within the NRM area do not, on their own, represent a
valid listable entity; therefore, the NRM is not warranted for listing under the ESA. FWS finds that
the gray wolf in the Western United States is a valid listable entity; however, the gray wolf in the
Western United States does not meet the definition of an endangered species or a threatened

species. Thus, FWS finds that listing the gray wolf in the Western United States is not warranted at
this time.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Two Species Not
Warranted for Listing as

Endangered or Threatened
Species

FWS announces findings that two species are not warranted for listing as endangered or
threatened species under the ESA. After a thorough review of the best available scientific and

commercial information, FWS finds that it is not warranted at this time to list the north Oregon coast
distinct population segment (DPS) of the red tree vole (Arborimus longicaudus) and Plateau spot-

tailed earless lizard (Holbrookia lacerata). However, FWS asks the public to submit to it at any time
any new information relevant to the status of either of the species mentioned above or their

habitats.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; 90-Day Findings for

10 Species

FWS announces 90-day findings on 10 petitions to add species to the Lists of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants under the ESA. Based on its review, FWS finds that the petitions to
list Betta hendra, Betta rutilans, Hickory Nut Gorge green salamander (Aneides caryaensis), pygmy

rabbit (Brachylagus idahoensis), Railroad Valley toad (Anaxyrus nevadensis), Southern Plains
bumble bee (Bombus fraternus), Southwest spring firefly (Bicellonycha wickershamorum), white-
margined penstemon (Penstemon albomarginatus), and yellow-spotted woodland salamander
(Plethodon pauleyi) present substantial scientific or commercial information indicating that the
petitioned actions may be warranted. Therefore, with the publication of this document, FWS

announces that it is initiating status reviews of these species to determine whether the petitioned
actions are warranted. To ensure that the status reviews are comprehensive, FWS requests

scientific and commercial data and other information regarding the species and factors that may
affect their status. Based on the status reviews, FWS will issue 12-month petition findings, which

will address whether or not the petitioned actions are warranted in accordance with the ESA. FWS
further finds that the petition to list the eastern hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis) does not
present substantial information indicating the petitioned action may be warranted. Therefore, FWS

is not initiating a status review of the eastern hellbender.

These findings were made on January
25, 2024. As FWS commences its status

reviews, it seeks any new information
concerning the status of, or threats to,

Betta hendra, Betta rutilans, Hickory Nut
Gorge green salamander, pygmy rabbit,
Railroad Valley toad, Southern Plains
bumble bee, Southwest spring firefly,

white-margined penstemon, and yellow-
spotted woodland salamander, or their
habitats. Any information FWS receives
during the course of its status reviews

will be considered.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife

Service
 (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; 90-Day Finding for

the Kings River Pyrg

FWS announces a 90-day finding on a petition to add the Kings River pyrg (Pyrgulopsis imperialis)
to the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife under the ESA. Based on our review, FWS finds
that the petition to list the Kings River pyrg presents substantial scientific or commercial information

indicating that the petitioned action may be warranted. Therefore, with the publication of this
document, FWS announces that it is initiating a status review to determine whether the petitioned
action is warranted. To ensure that the status review is comprehensive, FWS requests scientific

and commercial data and other information regarding Kings River pyrg and factors that may affect
its status. Based on the status review, FWS will issue a 12-month petition finding, which will

address whether or not the petitioned action is warranted, in accordance with the ESA.

This finding was made on February 8,
2024. As FWS commences its status
review, it seek any new information

concerning the status of, or threats to,
the Kings River pyrg or its habitats. Any

information FWS receives during the
course of its status review will be

considered.

Dep’t of Commerce /

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA) /
National Marine

Fisheries Service
(NMFS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife;

90-Day Finding on a Petition
To List the Whitespotted

Eagle Ray as Threatened or
Endangered Under the

Endangered Species Act

The NMFS announces a 90-day finding on a petition under the ESA to list the whitespotted eagle
ray (Aetobatus narinari) as a threatened or endangered species and to designate critical habitat

concurrent with the listing. The NMFS finds that the petition does not present substantial scientific
or commercial information indicating that the petitioned action may be warranted.

These findings were made on April 19,
2024.

Dept. of Interior /  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Proposed Rule: Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; 12-Month Finding for

Lake Sturgeon

The FWS announces a 12-month finding on a petition to list the lake sturgeon (Acipenser
fulvescens) as an endangered or threatened species under the ESA. After a thorough review of the
best available scientific and commercial information, the FWS finds that listing the lake sturgeon as

an endangered or threatened species is not warranted at this time. However, the FWS asks the
public to submit to it at any time any new information relevant to the status of the lake sturgeon or

its habitat.

The finding in this document was made
April 23, 2024.



Agency Final Rule Summary
Additional

Action/Resources
Notes

Dep’t of the Interior / Dep’t of

Agriculture / Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS)

National Organic Program
(NOP); Organic Livestock

and Poultry Standards

The AMS amends the organic livestock and poultry production requirements by adding new
provisions for livestock handling and transport, slaughter, and avian (poultry) living conditions; and

expanding and clarifying existing requirements covering livestock care and production practices
and non-avian living conditions. These changes will ensure organically produced foods meet a

transparent and consistent standard to allow the industry to maintain consumer confidence in the
USDA organic products, to align with consumer expectations regarding outdoor access, and to

further facilitate interstate commerce in organic products.
 

 This rule is effective January 2, 2024.

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration /
National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Technical
Correction for the Giant

Manta Ray

The NMFS announces the revised taxonomy of Manta birostris (giant manta ray) under the ESA.
The NMFS is revising the Enumeration of threatened marine and anadromous species for the giant

manta ray to reflect the scientifically accepted taxonomy and nomenclature of this species. The
NMFS revises the scientific name of the species to Mobula birostris. The changes to the taxonomic

classification and nomenclature do not affect the species' listing status under the ESA or any
protections and requirements arising from its listing.

 
 This rule is effective January 22, 2024.

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration /
National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants: Listing the Queen
Conch as Threatened
Under the Endangered

Species Act (ESA)

NMFS is listing the queen conch (Aliger gigas, formerly known as Strombus gigas) as a threatened
species under the ESA. NMFS has completed a review of the status of queen conch, including
efforts being made to protect the species, and considered public comments submitted on the

proposed listing rule as well as new information received since the publication of the proposed
rule. Based on all of this information, NMFS has determined that the queen conch is not currently
in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range, but is likely to become so

within the foreseeable future. Thus, NMFS is listing the queen conch as a threatened species
under the ESA. At this time, NMFS concludes that critical habitat is not yet determinable because
data sufficient to perform the required analysis are lacking; any critical habitat designation would

be proposed in a separate, future rulemaking.
 

 This rule is effective March 15, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife Service

 (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Threatened
Species Status With

Section 4(d) Rule for the
Silverspot Butterfly

FWS determines threatened species status under the ESA for a subspecies of butterfly (Speyeria
nokomis nokomis), a silverspot butterfly from Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah. FWS also finalizes

a rule issued under the authority of section 4(d) of the ESA that provides measures that are
necessary and advisable to provide for the conservation of this subspecies. FWS has determined

that the designation of critical habitat is not prudent.
 

 This rule is effective March 18, 2024.

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration /
National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Final Rule To List
the Atlantic Humpback

Dolphin as an
Endangered Species

Under the Endangered
Species Act

NMFS is issuing a final rule to list the Atlantic humpback dolphin (Sousa teuszii) as endangered
under the ESA, in response to a petition from the Animal Welfare Institute, the Center for Biological

Diversity, and VIVA Vaquita. NMFS has reviewed the status of the Atlantic humpback dolphin,
including efforts being made to protect the species, and considered public comments submitted on

the proposed listing rule as well as new information received since publication of the proposed
rule. Based on all of this information, NMFS has determined that the Atlantic humpback dolphin

warrants listing as an endangered species. NMFS will not designate critical habitat for this species,
because the geographical areas occupied by this species are entirely outside U.S. jurisdiction.

 
 This rule is effective March 22, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Threatened
Species Status With
Section 4(d) Rule for

Pyramid Pigtoe

FWS withdraws the September 7, 2021, proposed rule to list the pyramid pigtoe (Pleurobema
rubrum), a freshwater mussel, as a threatened species under the ESA. This withdrawal is based

on new information we received following publication of the proposed rule that indicates the
pyramid pigtoe is not a valid listable entity under the ESA. In 2023, a comprehensive genetic

analysis throughout the range of the pyramid pigtoe (P. rubrum) and round pigtoe (P. sintoxia)
mussels concluded that the two mussels are conspecific and that pyramid pigtoe is not a valid

taxon. Individuals previously assigned to P. rubrum are now considered to be P. sintoxia, a wide-
ranging common species. Because FWS is withdrawing the proposal to list the pyramid pigtoe, it is

also withdrawing the associated proposed rule issued under section 4(d) of the ESA.

This rule is effective March 26, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Designation of

Critical Habitat for
Endangered Florida

Bonneted Bat

FWS designates critical habitat for the Florida bonneted bat (Eumops floridanus) under the ESA. In
total, approximately 1,160,625 acres (469,688 hectares) in 13 Florida counties fall within the
boundaries of the critical habitat designation. This rule extends the ESA's protections to this

species' critical habitat.

This rule is effective April 8, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Designation of
Critical Habitat for 12

Species on Hawai`i Island

FWS designates critical habitat for 12 federally endangered species on the island of Hawai`i under
the ESA. In total, approximately 119,326 acres (48,289 hectares) on the island of Hawai`i, in the
State of Hawaii, fall within the boundaries of the critical habitat designation. This rule extends the

ESA's protections to these species' designated critical habitats.

This rule is effective April 11, 2024.

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration /
National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)

International Affairs;
Antarctic Marine Living
Resources Convention

Act

This final rule sets forth changes to the Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention Act of 1984
(AMLRCA) regulations, including those that implement the trade-monitoring program for frozen and
fresh Dissostichus species, commonly marketed or referred to as Chilean seabass or Patagonian
toothfish. Specifically, this action: revises regulations that specify the circumstances under which
NMFS would deny issuance of a preapproval certificate that is required to legally import frozen

Dissostichus species; adds regulations that specify the circumstances under which NMFS would
deny issuance of a re-export or export document that is required to legally re-export or export both
frozen and fresh Dissostichus species; clarifies that the applicable authorization must be received
prior to re-export or export; and removes the prohibition on the importation of Dissostichus species

harvested from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Statistical
Areas 51 and 57. NMFS also makes other non-substantive technical and procedural updates.

This rule is effective April 22, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Revision to the

Section 4(d) Rule for the
African Elephant

The FWS is revising the rule for the African elephant (Loxodonta africana) promulgated under
section 4(d) of the ESA. The purposes are threefold: To increase protection for African elephants

in light of the recent rise in international trade of live African elephants by establishing ESA
enhancement permit requirements for international trade in live elephants and specific

enhancement requirements for the import of wild-sourced elephants, as well as requirements to
ensure that all proposed recipients of live African elephants are suitably equipped to house and
care for them; to clarify the existing enhancement requirement during FWS's evaluation of an
application for a permit to import African elephant sport-hunted trophies; and to incorporate a

Party's designation under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) National Legislation Project into the decision-making process for the

import of live African elephants, African elephant sport-hunted trophies, and African elephant parts
and products other than ivory and sport-hunted trophies. Amendments to the section 4(d)
regulations in 2016 prohibited the import and export of African elephant ivory with limited

exceptions. This final rule does not affect the regulations pertaining to African elephant ivory.

This rule is effective May 1, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /  Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Regulations
Pertaining to Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife

and Plants

The FWS revises its regulations concerning protections of endangered species and threatened
species under the ESA. The FWS reinstates the general application of the “blanket rule” option for
protecting newly listed threatened species pursuant to section 4(d) of the ESA, with the continued

option to promulgate species-specific section 4(d) rules. The FWS also extends to federally
recognized Tribes the exceptions to prohibitions for threatened species that the regulations

currently provide to the employees or agents of the FWS and other Federal and State agencies to
aid, salvage, or dispose of threatened species. The FWS also makes minor changes to clarify or

correct the existing regulations for endangered species and threatened species; these minor
changes do not alter the substance or scope of the regulations.

This rule is effective May 6, 2024.

Dept. of Interior /
 Fish and Wildlife Service

 (FWS)

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration /
National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Listing
Endangered and

Threatened Species and
Designating Critical

Habitat

The FWS and the NMFS finalize revisions to portions of their regulations that implement section 4
of the ESA. The revisions to the regulations clarify, interpret, and implement portions of the ESA
concerning the procedures and criteria used for listing, reclassifying, and delisting species on the

Lists of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants and designating critical habitat.

This rule is effective May 6, 2024.



Agency Final Rule Summary
Additional

Action/Resources
Notes

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Final Rule: Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Threatened Species
Status With Section 4(d)

Rule for Puerto Rican
Harlequin Butterfly and
Designation of Critical

Habitat

FWS lists the Puerto Rican harlequin butterfly (Atlantea tulita), a species from Puerto Rico, as a
threatened species with a rule issued under section 4(d) of the ESA. FWS also designates critical habitat
for this species under the ESA. In total, approximately 41,266 acres (16,699.8 hectares) in six units in the
municipalities of Isabela, Quebradillas, Camuy, Arecibo, Utuado, Florida, Ciales, Maricao, San Germán,

Sabana Grande, and Yauco are within the boundaries of the critical habitat designation. This rule extends
the ESA's protections to the species and its designated critical habitat.

 
 This rule is effective January 3, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Dep’t

of Agriculture / Agricultural
Marketing Service

Cattle Contracts Library
Pilot Program

This rule establishes the Cattle Contracts Library pilot program. Under this pilot program, the Agricultural
Marketing Service will collect, maintain, and report aggregated information on contracts between packers
and cattle producers for the purchase of fed cattle. The library will include different types of contracts and

contract terms, including contract terms on any schedules of premiums or discounts, delivery and
transportation, terms and payments, financing, risk-sharing or profit sharing, and other financial

arrangements. In addition to contract term information, the Agricultural Marketing Service will also report
on the number of head of cattle purchased under these contracts.

 
 This rule is effective January 6, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Endangered Status
for the Dolphin and Union

Caribou

FWS determined endangered status under the ESA, for the Dolphin and Union caribou (Rangifer
tarandus groenlandicus × peary), a distinct population segment (DPS) of the barren-ground caribou

(Rangifer tarandus groenlandicus). After reviewing new survey information received during the public
comment period that identified significant decline in the population during a recent 4-year period, FWS
has reevaluated the status of the DPS. FWS's reassessment concluded that the species is in danger of
extinction now. Therefore, FWS is listing this DPS as endangered under the ESA. Listing this DPS as

endangered also means that the proposed rule under section 4(d) of the ESA will not be finalized or put in
place. Rather, the prohibitions under section 9(a)(1) of the ESA and FWS's implementing regulations for

endangered wildlife will apply to all Dolphin and Union caribou specimens. The Dolphin and Union
caribou is native only to Canada.

 
 This rule is effective January 12, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Lesser
Prairie-Chicken; Threatened

Status With Section 4(d)
Rule for the Northern

Distinct Population Segment
and Endangered Status for

the Southern Distinct
Population Segment

FWS is listing two Distinct Population Segments (DPSs) under the ESA, for the lesser prairie-chicken
(Tympanuchus pallidicinctus), a grassland bird known from southeastern Colorado, western Kansas,

eastern New Mexico, western Oklahoma, and the Texas Panhandle. FWS determines threatened status
for the Northern DPS and endangered status for the Southern DPS. This rule adds the DPSs to the List of
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife. FWS also finalizes a rule under the authority of section 4(d) of the

ESA that provides measures that are necessary and advisable to provide for the conservation of the
Northern DPS.

 
 This rule is effective January 24, 2023.

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration
/ National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)

Endangered and
Threatened Species:

Designation of a
Nonessential Experimental
Population of Central Valley
Spring-Run Chinook Salmon

in the Upper Yuba River
Upstream of Englebright
Dam, Authorization for

Release, and Adoption of
Limited Protec

NMFS designates and authorizes the release of a nonessential experimental population (NEP or
experimental population) of Central Valley (CV) spring-run Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)
in the upper Yuba River and its tributaries upstream of Englebright Dam, California, and under the ESA,
establish a limited set of take exceptions for the experimental population. Successful reintroduction of a

population within the species' historical range would contribute to its viability and further its conservation.
The issuance of limited protective regulations for the conservation of the species would provide

assurances to the people of the upper Yuba River watershed. This document also announces the
availability of a final environmental assessment (EA) that analyzed the environmental impacts of

promulgating the experimental population rule and associated take exceptions.
 

 This rule is effective January 27, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Endangered Species
Status for Northern

Long-Eared Bat

FWS is reclassifying the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a bat species found in all or
portions of 37 U.S. States, the District of Columbia, and much of Canada, as an endangered species

under the ESA. FWS's review of the best available scientific and commercial information indicates that
the northern long-eared bat meets the ESA's definition of an endangered species. Because FWS is

reclassifying the northern long-eared bat from a threatened to an endangered species, FWS is amending
this species' listing on the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife to reflect its endangered species

status and removing its species-specific rule issued under section 4(d) of the ESA.
 

 This rule is effective January 30, 2023.

Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) /

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)

Notice of Extension of
Temporary Suspension of
Dogs Entering the United

States From Countries With
a High Risk of Rabies

The CDC announces an extension of the current temporary suspension of the importation into the United
States of dogs from high-risk rabies-enzootic countries (high-risk countries). This suspension includes
dogs that have been in any high-risk countries during the previous six months. The extension of the

temporary suspension of the importation of dogs into the United States from high-risk countries will be
implemented on February 1, 2023, when the current suspension expires, and will remain in effect through

July 31, 2023.
 

 This rule is effective February 1, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; 90-Day Findings for
Three Petitions To Delist the
Grizzly Bear in the Lower-48

States

FWS announces three 90-day findings on petitions to delist the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States (Ursus
arctos horribilis) under the ESA. One petition requests delisting the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States,

and the other two petitions request delisting populations in two specific ecosystems, the Northern
Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) and the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE). Based on its
review, FWS finds that the petitions pertaining to the two ecosystems present substantial scientific or
commercial information indicating that the petitioned actions may be warranted. Therefore, with the

publication of this document, FWS announces that it plans to initiate a status review to determine whether
the petitioned actions are warranted. To ensure that the status review is comprehensive, FWS is

requesting new scientific and commercial data and other information regarding the grizzly bear in the
NCDE and GYE and factors that may affect its status in those ecosystems, including the adequacy of
existing regulatory mechanisms to address threats now and in the foreseeable future. Based on the

status review, FWS will issue a 12-month petition finding, which will address whether or not the petitioned
actions are warranted, in accordance with the ESA. If FWS ultimately does find that one or more of the

petitioned actions is warranted and proceed to propose to delist one or more distinct population segments
(DPSs), FWS will consider the effects of any proposed delisting on the ongoing recovery of the larger

listed entity of grizzly bears. FWS also found that a petition to delist the grizzly bear in the lower-48 states
on the basis of it not being a valid listable entity did not present substantial scientific or commercial

information indicating that the petitioned actions may be warranted; therefore, FWS will take no further
action on that petition.

 
 These findings were made on February 6, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Reclassifying
Fender's Blue Butterfly From
Endangered to Threatened

With a Section 4(d) Rule

FWS is reclassifying Fender's blue butterfly (Icaricia icarioides fenderi) from endangered to threatened
under the ESA. Fender's blue butterfly is endemic to the Willamette Valley of Oregon. This action is

based on FWS's evaluation of the best available scientific and commercial information, which indicates
that the species' status has improved such that it is not currently in danger of extinction throughout all or a
significant portion of its range, but that it is still likely to become so in the foreseeable future. FWS is also
finalizing a rule issued under section 4(d) of the ESA that provides for the conservation of the species.

 
 This rule is effective February 13, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing Five

Species That Occur on San
Clemente Island From the

Federal Lists of Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and

Plants

FWS is removing the San Clemente (SC) Bell's sparrow (Artemisiospiza belli clementeae) (formerly
known as the SC sage sparrow, Amphispiza belli clementeae), San Clemente Island (SCI) bush-mallow
(Malacothamnus clementinus), SCI paintbrush (Castilleja grisea), SCI lotus (Acmispon dendroideus var.
traskiae), and SCI larkspur (Delphinium variegatum ssp. kinkiense) from the Federal Lists of Endangered
and Threatened Wildlife and Plants. The bird species and four plant species occur only on SCI, one of the

California Channel Islands off the southern coast of California. The delistings are based on FWS's
evaluation of the best available scientific and commercial information, which indicates that the status of
each species has improved and threats to the species have been eliminated or reduced to the point that

the species have recovered and no longer meet the definitions of either endangered or threatened
species under the ESA. Accordingly, the protections provided by the ESA will no longer apply to these

species.
 

 This rule is effective February 24, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Endangered Species
Status for Sacramento
Mountains Checkerspot

Butterfly

FWS is listing the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas anicia cloudcrofti), a butterfly
from New Mexico, as an endangered species under the ESA. This rule extends the ESA's protections to
the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot butterfly. FWS will propose the designation of critical habitat for

the Sacramento Mountains checkerspot butterfly in a future rulemaking.
 

 This rule is effective March 2, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Dep’t

of Agriculture / Agricultural
Marketing Service

 

National Organic Program
(NOP); Strengthening
Organic Enforcement

This rulemaking amends the USDA organic regulations to strengthen oversight and enforcement of the
production, handling, and sale of organic agricultural products. The amendments protect integrity in the
organic supply chain and build consumer and industry trust in the USDA organic label by strengthening
organic control systems, improving farm to market traceability, and providing robust enforcement of the
USDA organic regulations. Topics addressed in this rulemaking include: applicability of the regulations
and exemptions from organic certification; National Organic Program Import Certificates; recordkeeping

and product traceability; certifying agent personnel qualifications and training; standardized certificates of
organic operation; unannounced on-site inspections of certified operations; oversight of certification

activities; foreign conformity assessment systems; certification of producer group operations; labeling of
nonretail containers; annual update requirements for certified operations; compliance and appeals

processes; and calculating organic content of multi-ingredient products.
 

 This rule is effective March 20, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Dep’t

of Agriculture / Animal and
Plant Health Inspection

Service

Standards for Birds Not
Bred for Use in Research
Under the Animal Welfare

Act

APHIS is amending the regulations to establish standards governing the humane handling, care,
treatment, and transportation of birds, excluding birds bred for use in research, covered under the Animal
Welfare Act. This action will ensure the humane handling, care, treatment, and transportation of birds not

bred for use in research and covered under the Act.
 

 This rule is effective March 23, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Lesser
Prairie-Chicken; Threatened

Status With Section 4(d)
Rule for the Northern

Distinct Population Segment
and Endangered Status for

the Southern Distinct
Population Segment; Delay

of Effective

FWS is delaying the effective date of a final rule it published on November 25, 2022, and corrected on
December 2, 2022, listing two distinct population segments (DPSs) of the lesser prairie-chicken
(Tympanuchus pallidicinctus) under the ESA and establishing measures that are necessary and

advisable to provide for the conservation of the Northern DPS pursuant to section 4(d) of the ESA. This
delay is necessary for FWS to finalize conservation tools and guidance documents to avoid confusion and
disruption with Federal agencies in the implementation of section 7 of the ESA and to avoid disruption to

the public who would be regulated by the rule. The effective date of the final rule that published on
November 25, 2022, at 87 FR 72674, and corrected on December 2, 2022, at 87 FR 73971, is delayed

from January 24, 2023, to March 27, 2023.
 

 This rule is effective March 27, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Significant Portion of
Its Range Analysis for the

Northern Distinct Population
Segment of the Southern

Subspecies of Scarlet
Macaw

FWS determines threatened status under the ESA for the northern distinct population segment (DPS), of
the southern subspecies of scarlet macaw (Ara macao macao). Scarlet macaws are brilliantly colored

parrots native to Mexico and Central and South America. This action affirms the 2019 listing of the scarlet
macaw under the ESA.

 
 This rule is effective March 30, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Endangered Species
Status for Northern

Long-Eared Bat; Delay of
Effective Date

FWS is delaying the effective date of a final rule it published on November 30, 2022, reclassifying the
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) as an endangered species under the ESA. This delay is

necessary for FWS to finalize conservation tools and guidance documents to avoid confusion and
disruption with members of the public who would be regulated by the rule and Federal agencies in the
implementation of section 7 of the ESA. The effective date of the final rule amending 50 CFR part 17,

published November 30, 2022, at 87 FR 73488, is delayed until March 31, 2023.
 

 This rule is effective March 31, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Threatened Species
Status With Section 4(d)

Rule for the Upper Coosa
River Distinct Population
Segment of Frecklebelly

Madtom and Designation of
Critical Habitat

FWS has determined threatened species status under the ESA for the Upper Coosa River distinct
population segment (DPS) of the frecklebelly madtom (Noturus munitus), a fish species. FWS is also

finalizing a rule under section 4(d) of the ESA to provide for conservation of the species. In addition, FWS
designates critical habitat for the Upper Coosa River DPS under the ESA. In total, approximately 134 river

miles (216 kilometers) in Georgia and Tennessee fall within the boundaries of the critical habitat
designation. This rule applies the protections of the Act to this species and its designated critical habitat.

 
 This rule is effective April 3, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Threatened Species
Status With Section 4(d)
Rule for Longsolid and
Round Hickorynut and
Designation of Critical

Habitat

FWS determines threatened species status under the ESA for the longsolid (Fusconaia subrotunda) and
round hickorynut (Obovaria subrotunda), freshwater mussels. FWS also designates critical habitat for

both species. For the longsolid, in total, approximately 1,115 river miles (1,794 river kilometers) fall within
12 units of critical habitat in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, and Alabama.

For the round hickorynut, in total, approximately 921 river miles (1,482 river kilometers) fall within 14 units
of critical habitat in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, and

Mississippi. FWS also finalizes a rule under the authority of section 4(d) of the ESA for both species that
provides measures that are necessary and advisable to provide for the conservation of these species.

 
 This rule is effective April 10, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Endangered Species
Status for Bog Buck Moth

FWS determines endangered status under the ESA for the bog buck moth (Hemileuca maia
menyanthevora) (= H. iroquois), a moth that occurs in Oswego County, New York, and Ontario, Canada.

This rule adds the bog buck moth to the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and applies the
protections of the ESA to this species. FWS has determined that designation of critical habitat for the bog

buck moth is not prudent at this time.
 

 This rule is effective April 14, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Technical
Corrections for 62 Wildlife
and Plant Species on the
Lists of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants

FWS is withdrawing, in part, a February 2, 2023, direct final rule that revises the taxonomy of 62 wildlife
and plant species listed under the ESA. For the Hawaiian hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus semotus), FWS

received comments relating to scientific research relevant to its taxonomic classification; and as a result,
FWS is withdrawing the amendment in the direct final rule for this species only. The amendments in the

direct final rule for the other 61 wildlife and plant species will be effective on May 3, 2023.
 

 This rule is effective April 24, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Threatened Species
Status With Section 4(d)

Rule for Egyptian Tortoise

FWS is listing the Egyptian tortoise (Testudo kleinmanni; syn. Testudo werneri), a terrestrial tortoise from
Libya, Egypt, and Israel, as a threatened species with a rule issued under section 4(d) of the ESA. The

rule issued under section 4(d) of the ESA provides measures that are necessary and advisable to provide
for the conservation of this species.

 
 This rule is effective May 1, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Technical
Corrections for 62 Wildlife
and Plant Species on the
Lists of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants

FWS announces technical corrections for 62 wildlife and plant species under the ESA. These corrections
include changes to scientific names of 11 wildlife species and 14 plant species due to taxonomic

reclassification; changes to common names of 21 wildlife species and 13 plant species; and corrections
to errors in scientific or common names, listing citations, or taxonomic heading placement for 4 wildlife
species and 14 plant species. FWS is revising the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and the
List of Endangered and Threatened Plants to reflect the current scientifically accepted taxonomy and

nomenclature of these species that occur in Idaho and the Pacific islands.
 

 This rule is effective May 3, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Establishment of a
Nonessential Experimental

Population of the Guam
Kingfisher, or Sihek, on

Palmyra Atoll, USA

FWS is releasing (meaning introducing) the Guam kingfisher (Todiramphus cinnamominus), known locally
as the sihek, on Palmyra Atoll as an experimental population under the ESA. Currently, sihek exists only
in captivity and has been extinct in the wild for more than 30 years. The introduction on Palmyra Atoll is
outside sihek's historical range because its primary habitat within its native range on Guam has been

indefinitely altered by the accidental introduction of the predatory brown treesnake (Boiga irregularis) in
the mid-twentieth century. Tools to manage brown treesnakes at a landscape level are beginning to be
deployed, but it will take time before these tools are effective enough for the reintroduction of sihek on

Guam. FWS anticipates significant declines in sihek population that threaten the species' viability before
reintroduction to Guam could occur. The introduction of sihek to Palmyra Atoll is not intended to be a

permanent introduction that would support a self-sustaining population; rather, it is intended to facilitate
the gathering of information and analysis to optimize efforts for reestablishment of the species on Guam
once brown treesnakes can be sufficiently controlled at a landscape scale. The introduction of sihek to
Palmyra Atoll is also likely to help increase the global population of this extinct-in-the-wild species in

advance of a reintroduction effort on Guam. FWS classifies this population as a nonessential
experimental population (NEP) under the ESA and provide regulations for the take of sihek within the

NEP area. The best available data indicate the introduction of sihek to Palmyra Atoll is biologically
feasible and will promote the conservation of the species.

 
 This rule is effective May 4, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Mitigation Policy
and Endangered Species

Act Compensatory
Mitigation Policy

FWS announces the revised Mitigation Policy and the ESA Compensatory Mitigation Policy. The revised
Mitigation Policy establishes fundamental mitigation principles and provides a framework for applying a

landscape-scale approach to achieve, through application of the mitigation hierarchy, no net loss of
resources and their values, services, and functions resulting from proposed actions. The ESA

Compensatory Mitigation Policy adopts the mitigation principles established in the Mitigation Policy,
establishes compensatory mitigation standards, and provides guidance for the application of

compensatory mitigation through implementation of the ESA.
 

 These policies are effective May 15, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Designation of

Critical Habitat for the Miami
Tiger Beetle

FWS designates critical habitat for the Miami tiger beetle (Cicindelidia floridana) under the ESA. In total,
approximately 1,869 acres (756 hectares) in Miami-Dade County, Florida, fall within the boundaries of the

critical habitat designation. This rule extends the ESA's protections to the Miami tiger beetle's critical
habitat.

 
 This rule is effective June 22, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and

Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Threatened Species

Status With Section 4(d)
Rule for Western Fanshell

and “Ouachita” Fanshell and
Designation of Critical

Habitat

FWS determines threatened species status under the ESA for the western fanshell (Cyprogenia aberti), a
freshwater mussel species from Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, and the “Ouachita” fanshell
(Cyprogenia cf. aberti), a freshwater mussel species from Arkansas and Louisiana. FWS also designates
critical habitat for both species. In total, approximately 261.4 river miles (420.7 kilometers) in Arkansas
and Missouri fall within the boundaries of the critical habitat designation for western fanshell. In total,
approximately 227.7 river miles (366.5 kilometers) in Arkansas fall within the boundaries of the critical

habitat designation for “Ouachita” fanshell. In addition, FWS finalizes a rule under the authority of section
4(d) of the ESA that provides measures that are necessary and advisable to provide for the conservation
of these species. This rule extends the ESA's protections to these species and their designated critical

habitats.
 

 This rule is effective July 27, 2023.

Dept. of Commerce /
 National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration
/ National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Species:

Designation of Nonessential
Experimental Populations of
Chinook Salmon Upstream

of Shasta Dam,
Authorization for Release,
and Adoption of Limited
Protective Regulations
Under the Endangered

Species Act Sections 10(j)
and

NMFS designates and authorizes the release of nonessential experimental populations (NEPs or
experimental populations) of Sacramento River (SR) winter-run Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus

tshawytscha) and Central Valley (CV) spring-run Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) in the McCloud and
Upper Sacramento Rivers upstream of Shasta Dam (the NEP Area), California, and, under the ESA,

establish a limited set of take exceptions for the experimental populations. Successful reintroduction of
populations within the species' historical ranges will contribute to viability and further conservation of

these species. The issuance of limited protective regulations for the conservation of these species will
provide assurances regarding the regulatory provisions of the ESA as they apply to SR winter-run and CV
spring-run Chinook salmon to the people in the Upper Sacramento River and McCloud River watersheds.
This final rule also announces the availability of a final environmental assessment (EA) that analyzed the
environmental impacts of promulgating the experimental population rule and associated take exceptions.

 
 This rule is effective September 27, 2023.



Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Foothill
Yellow-Legged Frog;

Threatened Status With
Section 4(d) Rule for Two

Distinct Population
Segments and Endangered

Status for Two Distinct
Population Segments

FWS determined endangered status for two distinct population segments (DPSs) and threatened status
for two DPSs of the foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii), a stream-dwelling amphibian from Oregon

and California. After review of the best scientific and commercial information available, FWS determined
endangered status for the South Sierra and South Coast DPSs and threatened status for the North

Feather and Central Coast DPSs of the foothill yellow-legged frog under the ESA. This rule adds the four
DPSs to the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and extends the ESA's protections to these

DPSs. FWS also finalized rules under the authority of section 4(d) of the ESA for the North Feather and
Central Coast DPSs that provide measures that are necessary and advisable to provide for the

conservation of these two DPSs. FWS has determined that designation of critical habitat for the four
DPSs is not determinable at this time.

 
 This rule is effective September 28, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Dep’t

of Agriculture / Animal and
Plant Health Inspection

Service
 

Import Regulations for
Horses

APHIS is amending the regulations for the importation of equines. These changes include increasing the
number of days horses exported from regions free from contagious equine metritis (CEM) are allowed to

spend in a CEM-affected region and enter the United States without testing from 60 days to 90 days;
requiring an import permit for horses transiting through CEM-affected regions; adding requirements for
health certifications to ensure health certifications properly attest to the health of the imported horse;

requiring that horses transiting Central America or the West Indies comply with the same regulations that
apply to horses directly imported from these regions; and adding requirements for shipping containers

used in transporting horses. APHIS is also adding a number of miscellaneous changes to the regulations
such as clarifications of existing policy or intent, and corrections of inconsistencies or outdated

information. Many of these changes will better align APHIS regulations with international standards and
allow APHIS and the equine industry more flexibility. The changes will also add further safeguards that

protect against introducing or disseminating pests or diseases of livestock into the United States.
 

 This rule is effective October 16, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Reinstatement of
Endangered Species Act
Protections for the Gray
Wolf (Canis Lupus) in

Compliance With Court
Order

The FWS is issuing this final rule to comply with a district court order that vacated our November 3, 2020,
rule removing the gray wolf (Canis lupus) from the List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife. As a

result of the court's order, the regulatory protections under the ESA apply to the gray wolf in all or portions
of the 45 U.S. States and Mexico where the species was listed at the time we issued the delisting rule.

The court order went into effect on February 10, 2022, and is the subject of several consolidated, pending
appeals in the Ninth Circuit. While those appeals are pending, the FWS is bound by the district court's

order. Thus, this final rule implements the court's order by correcting the Code of Federal Regulations and
officially reinstating threatened status for gray wolf in Minnesota; endangered status for gray wolf in all or

portions of the remaining 44 U.S. States and Mexico where the species was listed prior to the FWS's
November 2020 delisting rule; critical habitat for gray wolf in Minnesota and Michigan; and the rule

promulgated under section 4(d) of the ESA for gray wolf in Minnesota. Gray wolves in Montana, Idaho,
Wyoming, the eastern third of Washington and Oregon, and north-central Utah (collectively, the Northern

Rocky Mountains) retain their delisted status and are not affected by this final rule. This rule does not
have any effect on the separate listing of the Mexican wolf subspecies (Canis lupus baileyi) as

endangered under the ESA.
 

 This action is effective November 3, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Dep’t

of Agriculture / Animal and
Plant Health Inspection

Service (APHIS)
 

Horse Protection; Licensing
of Designated Qualified

Persons and Other
Amendments; Withdrawal

The APHIS is withdrawing a final rule that was filed for public inspection by the Office of the Federal
Register on January 19, 2017, in advance of publication, amending the APHIS's Horse Protection Act

regulations (the 2017 HPA final rule). On January 23, 2017, the APHIS withdrew the 2017 HPA final rule
from publication without undertaking notice and comment procedures, in accordance with a memorandum

that was issued by the Executive Office of the President on January 20, 2017. However, following a
lawsuit, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit found this withdrawal to be deficient.

The District Court subsequently ordered that the USDA could remedy this deficiency by undertaking
notice and comment procedures on the proposed withdrawal. The APHIS therefore issued a notice of

proposed rulemaking to withdraw the 2017 HPA final rule, and it is finalizing that withdrawal based on the
comments received.

 
 This withdrawal is effective November 30, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Establishment of a
Nonessential Experimental
Population of the Gray Wolf

in Colorado

The FWS establishes a nonessential experimental population (NEP) of the gray wolf (Canis lupus) in the
State of Colorado, under the ESA. The State of Colorado (Colorado Parks and Wildlife) requested that

the FWS establish an NEP in conjunction with their State-led gray wolf reintroduction effort.
Establishment of this NEP provides for allowable, legal, purposeful, and incidental taking of the gray wolf

within a defined NEP area while concurrently providing for the conservation of the species. The
geographic boundary of the NEP is the entire State of Colorado. The best available data indicate that

reintroduction of the gray wolf into Colorado is biologically feasible and will promote the conservation of
the species.

 
 This rule is effective December 8, 2023.

Dep’t of the Interior / Fish

and Wildlife Service (FWS)
 

Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and

Plants; Technical
Corrections for Eight

Species of Endangered and
Threatened Fish and

Wildlife

FWS corrects the information provided in the “Where listed” column of the List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife for eight species listed as endangered species under the ESA. Errors introduced into
the List may be interpreted as indicating that only some populations of these species are listed. FWS is

correcting the List to clarify that protections apply to these species wherever found.
 

 This rule is effective December 19, 2023.

This rule is effective
December 19, 2023

 without further action,
unless significant adverse
comment is received by

October 20, 2023. If
significant adverse

comment is received, FWS
will publish a timely
withdrawal of the

applicable portions of this
rule in the Federal

Register.


